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FOREWORD

This volume of historical data is one of a series
of eighty-two, assembled by the W. P. A. llississippi
Historical Research Project, under the Division of
omen's and Professional Projects, Miss Ethel Payne,
Director. In 1935, under the New Deal, funds were &l-
located to the Works Progress Administration for that
purpose. The project was set up on a state-wide basis,
February 19, 1936, with a unit in each county, and em-
vloying about 400 persons of work relief status. The
plan was unigue in that it orovided for the writing of
eighty-two county histories instead of one state history.
Each volume —urports to set forth the background of so=-
cial, economic, and political history of its respective
county .

The original Project Proposal, which has been
closely followed, succinctly states the objectives and
character of the work:

"gistorical research and compilation of historic
data: Tork to eensist of (1) searching city, couniy,
-nd official records, (2) interviewing old inhabitants,
(3) collecting data, (4) compiling data pertaining to
historic, civic, and cultural develooment of locality.
Index and condense into handy volumes for educational
and reference pNurposes.

"This compiled data will be made a permanent record.
One volume of the historical data will be given to the
State Department of Archives and History, one volume to
the county library, and other volumes to other designated
oublie institutions. Particular consideration will be
given to the meking of photographs and sketches of public
institutions, municipal halls, schools, churches, and
211 historic sites and places of interest as well as
photographs of old cortraits of plionecr citizens and fa-
mous men and women who have been ingtrumentzl dan build-
ing and developlng llississippi. Copies of rare cdocuments
of historic and educaticnal value, and pictures of fine
0ld furniture and other valuable anticues vill be made
in connection with the historical research.




"The Project will pbymote county nuseums to cole
leet and preserve records of historical interest, both
private and public and of educational value, relics,
anticues, documents; and encourage vlacing of such
articles of greater value in the State Department of
‘rchives and History to stop the present flow of these
out of the stzte and preserve them for the enrichment
of Mississippi history."

The content of these volumes is source matericel
for history, rather than history itself. It is a
simple presentztion of facts and alleged facts, with
no attempt at interpretation. The aim is to preserve
the intimete, factusl history of the citizens of the
county for posterity. No attempt has been made to
write eighty-iwo finished histories. Time would not
permit, and this was not the purpose of the Project.
It is hoped that this source materizl will prove
valuable for reference, and as & basis for turther
and more intensive research.

The photographs are used to 1llustrate the vol-
tmes, and for educational exhibits. They are slso

asserbled into portfolios of oictori=l history of the
state,

The collection of such = vast amount of data
was mede voSBible by the Co-operation and sponsorship
of the following orgenizstions and agenciess

State Soonsor: Mlssissipoi Lepartment of Lrchives
and History
Co-Soonsors: lississip.i

Lo~5r Forestry Commission,
Wlsslssippl Federation of Women'sg Clubs, Ine.,
Daughters of the American fevolution, United
Daughters of the Confederacy, Spanish fmerican
Har Veterans =ng Auxiliary, American Legion,
end the Adjutant General of the National Cuard
County Shonsors: Boards of Supervisors, County

gfflgers, Departments of bducation, and ‘unicipal
Boards

Local units of the organizations named above,

. B Y Gk b .
0ﬂuich~3001et1es, and individual citizens

The State Press was generous with its space in
interesting and informing the public, and eliciting in-
formztion. Workers were ziven free sccess t o newspaper
files.

Credit is due the county supervisors of th§ ?rojgcts
and their assistents who made up for léck of.traln}ng in
research methods by lireless zeal and }ntelflg?nt 1§ter-
aretation of the plens. Their tact and thel?.aev??lon A
;on the interest and co-operation of t@e public, withou
which the deate would not have been available.

The state staff of clerical workers, authors, and
editors also worked whole-heartedly to assemble the co-
lossal mass of materiel into logical, readable form.

.. /_: / /~ Yy
el X\ S,
Susie V. Powell, State Supervisor
Historical Kesearch Project




INTRODUCTION

by
Judge J. G. McGowen

"The cotton-field heaves with its gloss; green leaves
With its blossoms of crimson and crean

While the corn's sharp spears with their juicy esrs
And their tassels of silk are sstream.

The cantaloupe swells, and the cantaloupe smells
Like & gold-carven casket of musk;

On the watermelon vine is a flsgon of wine
In the rosy-red heart of the husk. =

With pansies a-glow, peonies a-blow
Cometh June in her maidenhood sweet

And I see her glide where the crape myrtles bide
With their petels as pink as her feet.

The Magnolias bloom, like an ostrich plume,
Is a-waving to welcome the gqueen,

And the iris rears through its serried spears,
Like a banner through bayonets keen.

Judge Walter Kalone.™

Thus a native son aptly described DeSoto County as
it appeared to a youth of his day in June time.

Judge Walter Malone achieved success, and DeSoto
County mey well be proud of the distinction won by him,
and the honor he received from the great poets of the
world in his time. His poem, "Opportunity,»has been
quoted throughout the English speaking world, and it
is a hymn of hope to the downcast. The name of the coun-
ty of his nativity, and that of its county site, perhaps,
induced him to write his epic poem "Hernando DeSoto.™
Sixty years ago, the traditiom in that county was that
DeSoto left his camp in Pontotoc County, and he and his
companions marched along a trail, afterwards known as
nCommerce Road," through DeSoto County and discovered the
Mississippi River at a point where the river steamboat
landing was subsequently located known as "Commerce.®

DeBoto County, nestling as it does in the northwest
corner of the State, touching the Mississippi River on
the west side, and the Coldwater River on the southeast,




abpunding in the most alluvial delta, together with tie
most inviting hill lands, has always been = county of -
beauty as well as profit. .

In the yesteryear she gave to the city of Memphis
many of her merchant princes, political leaders, and
orators, whose lives colored that city with a touch of
genuine Southern chivalry and sentiment.

In the political ang judicial history of the
State, it is probably true that DeSoto County takes
high rank, which may be illustrated by a statement as
to one fact of history. On March 3, 1876, John M. Stone,
a stalwart Democrat and a i
the reins of government fr
or of this Stzate, and it is significant that during his
term he selected three members of the Bar of Hernando as
nembers of the Judiéiary, Judge H, H. Chalmers on the
Supreme Court Bench in 1876, and Judge Sam Powell, in
the same year, as Circuit Judge. 1In 1878, he appointed
Judge J. R, Norgan 2s Chancellor of the Third District.
These men stood the test of the times, and we can attribute
to Governor Stone certain traits of character in his se-
lection of men for appointment. He sought efficiency and

ability as well ag genuine loyalty to the traditions of
the gtate,

sons of thig county,
in the state senate,
time, although he wag

a brave soldier, represented this coun-
tional Convention of 1890, and he also

O perpetuate, by €ssays from students at
lississippi, the cause he loved.
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ﬂGENESISTOFVCOUNTYEGOVEBNMENT

Lucy Somerville Howorth
lMember Veterans Board of Appeals
Washington, D. C.

County governwent preceded state government in Mis-
sissippi, the county of Adams being created ir 1799 sShortly
after the establishment of Mississippi Territory. Though
the territory comprising Mississippi had been for many years
under French and Spanish rule, those countries left no per-
manent imprint upon the government of Mississippi, and the
first permanent governmental unit in the county was Anglo-
Saxon in origin, 3By 1817, when Mississippi was admitted in-
to:the union as a state, there were fourteen counties, Adams,
Claiberne, Jefferson (originelly named Pickering), Wilkinson,
Amite, Franklin, Warren, Wayne, Marion, Greene, Hahcock, Jack-
son, Lawrence, and Pike,

The first counties were those in the southwestern part
~ of the state along the Mississippi and the Pearl and along
the Gulf Coast., The state was settled rapidly in the early
nineteenth century, and by 1836 fifty-five counties had been
created. The state now has eighty-two counties, the most re-
cent county being Humphreys which was created in 1918,

Cur county government is a natural development of the
British shire; the history of the shire reaches far back in-
to antiquity; it was en established unit et the Norman Cone-
quest, The Normans accepted the shire as a governmental
unit but changed the name to "county." The colonists, par-
ticularly in the South, transplanted the county plan of gov-
ernment, and as adapted, it -has become the logical unit of
local government., As originslly set up, the colonies had
highly centralized forms of govermment, and county officers
were appointed by the governox. After the Revolution -and -
with the rising surge of democratic ideas, control of county
government was localized, and officials were elected by the
citizens of the county. Mississippi's first constitution,
1817, provided for the election of the sheriffs and the ap-
pointment of other officers; the constitution of 1832 made
elective the office of justice of the peace in addition to
sheriff. By 1869 all constitutional officers were made

elective.

While county government in Mississippi has been de=-

seribed as "largely traditionel, copied from institutions
evolved more than a century ago-- not in Mississippi, but

xxi




in other states - and adopted in this state with little es-
sential modification and with little, if any, critical study,»
other observers have noted that county government in Missis.
sippi has undergone few changes in structure; but in recent
years, there has come a marked change in the basis of its
Support, A new character, "State Ald," has come upon the
stage and is demanding modernization of county government,
both in structure ang Ilanner of the performance of its funec-
tiong,

Counties have two-Ffo
of the state for

state, The.Mississippi Supreme Court has said,
"They have no life, no power, no'rights, no obligations, but
such'as have been conferred upon them,” (Jefferson County vs,
Crafton, ‘74 Miss, 435)s In modern times the county has been
given greater powers sng reSponsibilities,'but it remains
8 governmental unit created by the state, ang not, as is true
of municipal governments, by choice
However, though the people did not o

es. The

: erish its own traditions
and exploit its own assets, Thig hag happened because the

county is a natural unit, More than that, it ig g

has made possible loeal Self-government in rural ang agricul-

tural Cormunities, It ig through the counties that the people
ed local self-government,
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evidence that the Polic Ou:’L the first

coverning body of the county, was organlzed =5 ea f;y 2s

18%26. In the Deed Record Book B, page we L14J that
on dugust 16, 1836, 40 acres of land were to the
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town then known as Jefferson. (

Judge John M. Kuykendell
Uistrict, in a recent interview 3
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the formation of the county. He gave
Missioners charged with the duty of or
county. They were, Felix H. Walker,
erly G. Mitchell, end Messrs. Cartvright end Moseley.

e PR o C. Be Payne was uhe first sheriff of the county; Hucky

l?’ 1930 R%?}'h - i Brown, first president of the Board of Police; Mumphrey
«» 1878 e Cobb, first Probate Judge; S+ T. Cobb, first Clerk of

: the Probate Court; Robert atchinson, ?1r t Clerk of the

Circuit Court. The first courts were held in a small log

house, and often litigents were outside pending the trial

of their cases.
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settlers of the town of Iepf@rson. At
uhe Reconstructi riod,
itchen, her gxaﬁd mh@T'S
T M i landy, who had become & St
_ bfiyﬂ A U a1 s i e on was very active in the
VET% in fu ors o Whsaat g o s g Lp U SR Ty at that time to help regain
1 Cumbexrlend , vterisn _1;-5:.(, e R i for whom Tate County was named, I
“956163'5, Miss Lem Cooke!e %..; o S B ﬁi nephew of her grandfather, J.C.ﬂ
College; and & newspaper - The Proce nfox’ ¢ - cHa.le i was an zbolitionist, and at one
| e i i b Jeff Evens, negro sheriff of Def

e
tev1ﬁn Pre

+ Pleasant Hill was, originally, vart of two Cec—
tions of land granted by the ed States government on
Janusry £5, 1836, to a Chickssaw Indian named Ta-To-Yea.
Later, it came into the p ssion of B. De Fields, who
deeded the land to John M. Kean, Merch 20, 1838. The
records show that George ! noerson Robrxwi son purchased
this land November 22, 1849, and a settlement here was
4 - : ' called Robawsmes Cross Rozds. A part of this land was
across Coldwater River, | given ‘by Rebixisom to his son, Pleasent, snd finslly be-
comiprises DeSoto C ; came known as Pleasant Hill. (3)

e

R.F.B. Logan, Hernando, lMiss
Mes. Annie Lynn, Hernsndo, Miss.
County Records.




: some lptcle-flng facts B
le mnnt of h¢t 18 now Olive ; north of Olive Branch. He recalled that Dr. Wie Hs Mc-
E a8 T?gCenﬂfnu of Milton Plocker, e Cargo was the town's first doctor, 1 that Paine
White settlers of the county , and told and Rowlett owned the first store. Imont the ecrliest
" - T;‘ o " L =% 2 ] L]
‘rankie Blocker, secured ueuulersimfvulﬂhcg e s s U ek 1S e o
and Sam Watson, who consecutively owned the olr plece
where T. H. Norvell's modern home now stands. Aere, in
the old ;og house QFm THtson, ardent spiritualist, wrote
upverc ] O {. Or‘l. 'I:J Ji A h.\- ..L..;_.....a.--. (l)

: Olive }ﬂrq(h Biah as wehasd . Mrs He Norvell, Olive Branch, also spoke of

anc her o,ubbtcj, jHLlo. sl o Watson as being a scholarly person, snd said that his
i A4 books of spirituelism were written in & small brick study
e Cogger, Chancery Clerk, helped find th- i in the yard, which he used for 2 lodge or office. One of

12n Capmcrn1r¢ the present site nf _ his books, "Th ock Struck One," is ssid to be very
i P Wlt €, Court House Record, * ilmpressive. It was bsged upon an occurrence at the death
puh-tubby is recorded . F of one of Mr. Watson's dsughters. The book emphasizes
| !

ﬁhe lrc+ tk&t en old clock in the loft of the house,
t run or struck fﬁw years, suddenly struck

-
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after the death of the girl downstairs. (2

5
r Ci

-

=

e

19

7
K

O, O ey}
- e ™
~

Q
&

-t bt

~

ct ot =+
:._.F-

e ot

_T" =

femilies
Prench. These
end the Rowletts. Rowl 6 Iher Mayor
Tennessee, is e native son of Olive B ﬂrch.
Me present home is located on il an ettled .
Qf the ] wlett family. She wes of the opinion thﬁt the
Settlemcn,, now 0live Brench, was originally called Cow
Pen, and later, Watson, in honor of the Wetson family,
who were eerl lettler@ there. Among Mrs. Maples' valued
possessions is an old scrap book containing many news-
paper clippings. Among these clippings was an eighty=
one year old advertisement which ovlanglLy sppeared in
the city directory of Memphis in 1855. It was an sdver-
tisement for the firm of Forrest and Maples, Slave Dealers
| The Forrest of the firm was General N. B. Forrest, of- the
Road, : War between the States. Her scrap book zlso contained a
°nd i picture of what was believed to be the first automobile
; to enter DeSoto County - a Cadillac costing $1,600.

T
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{
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An interesting fect concerning Gen. Forrest, related
by Mrs. Maples, was his having worked for Josish Maples
in his youth, on the o0ld Evans place, a few miles from
4 5 Do, Pleassnt Hill. (3) '
Line Bap ~ r L a e, £ el 4
e +l‘t “hurch, a few mg o Dr. H. A. Stuert, Olive Branch, Miss.
sson, Olive Branch. Iiee—— b e Mrs. T. H. Norvell, Olive Branch, Miss.

: Branch, | : .
Ie?h&ndo, Miss, i Mrs. Anna Maples, 0live Branch, Miss.




Center Hill was a community as early as 1850, as

.

hown by records of a land sele by Frances Blocker
“ovﬂklpful Master, Senior snd Junior Wardens of
onic Lodge of Center Hill. (1)
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known -

it is well known that Colonel Tom Nesbitt deeded land
to the public for a villege, which was named efter him.

Mrs. R.
Tesblft, qtc,tes th Et ﬁ
Reconstruction Period, and says

present Mayor of
incorporsted during the
that br. Lusher recalls

thet the charter cou¢d hot be secured unless two negroes
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were put on the Board of Aldermen. (1)
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;Jint of Caﬂcpntr@tlon of the Ku

Klux Klan gfter it wes

zed in 1868. The Ku Klux Klen was used effectively
the carpet-bagger deys for helping white supremacy
and the dow n—uroﬂden uoutbelnﬁrs. Meny politicél debates
snd meetings were held at Cockrum during the feconstruc-

tion Period.

Among the early

LeBzuve, the Gockrumsg, the | ngatonh, the anepu, the

Thompsons, the Flowers,
Duncans. (2)

sges, the Elders, and the
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(1) Mrs. BE. M. Lusher, Nesbitt,
(2) Times Promoter, October 10,
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OLD CASTLE 'COURTHOUSE
BUILT AFTER THE PLAN OF A NORMAN CASTLE.
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early fifties., The second courthouse, a frame building,
of several rooms, was built on the exact site of the
present structure. One room was used as a jewelry store;
this building, except one room on the south side, wes
burned by the Yankees in 1863. This rvoom was fixed up
and used by the clﬂrwo until 1870, when it was adjudged
by the Bo'“’ pervisors that the building was not
safe. The of: were then moved to the Johnson Build-
ing on the north side )f the square. The third court-
house was ther ;'u . Felix LeBauve gave the plans of
to the architects, from which
drawn.
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#40,000 and the united e of all aho saw the plah
wes that DeSoto Counb* would have the most convenient
and substential, &s wa 28 finest looking courthouse
T

b
in the siqte, t was b nished in 18 months, and
aid for in two annual : s 11lments, which would meke
tax scarcely felt |

stated that the building commission-
earnest on the job. It was estimated

woul@ be reguired to build it, &nd

contractors tere notified that bids for furnishing and
laying them would be received until the Z4th of bugust, at

——

Hernando.

It was ordered by the Board of Supervisors at the

October meeting that the contract be let for the building
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The Times Promoter of December 14, 1933, told of
repairs made; plans were drawn in this yeasr to do con-
sidersble work on the courthouse with WPA funds; these
celled for a new vault on the north side for the stor-
ing of wvaluable records; 1 old vault wzs to be re-
modeled for an office for the Judge of the Chancers
Court. Plans zlso called for =n annex (17' x 20') to
the south side of the building 'LLoruing an office
for the Superintendent X :f? A passsgewey on the
i be ‘ to it, and
the stairs re 40 e nerrowed abo 5] Feet. Thlo hall-
NIy wWe.s
Superintendent of Ed
County ffto?n@f "
other work done.
the canru“ouew ‘lOJm; under th | Works Administra-
Perry, of I sdelphiaj the arc QLTeﬁu
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concave
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: in Mississippi, this tr be of Indlans went to Okla-
home.. Jimmy Johnson, & white man, end one of the
settlers of DeSoto County, married the daughter of Chief
olbert, who was Polly Célbert. Johnson and his wife hed
. beaut 1Ful home and a large nlantation nesr Horn Lake,
and he was white advisor for the Indians. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Johnson died before the Indiens left this territory,
and are buried at Johnson's Ceneu ery, just across the

iﬂ bsi *ifo1 and Tennessee Stete Line. Johnson's Creek,

near Horn Lake, is named in honor of this.man.

Soon after the Indisns left this pert of the county,
some people in Virginia, hearing of the rich farm lands
in DeSoto County, sold out what they had in Virginia, and

(1) County Court Records
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Chapter II

TOPOGRAPHY

Ages ago the Upper Mississippi River, the Missouri,
and Ohio discharged their waters separately into a land-
locked basin from the Gulf of Mexico. This ancient estuary
included southern Illinois, parts of western Kentucky, and
Tennessee, southern Missouri, eastern Arkansas, and Louisi-
ans, as well as that part of our state known as "The Miss-
issippi~-Yazoo Delta."

The Missouri River (Big Muddy) brought down incredible
quantities of silt, the erosion of pre-historic worlds, to
join the Upper Mississippi at St. Louis. Making deposits as
it came, this combined river created the lower half of Illi
nois and met the Ohio in a bed of slush at Cairo. |

Their united waters forming the Mississippi River,
flowed southward bearing dirt, dirt, dirt, through patient
eons, filling, filling, filling between irregular highlands
on either side. Below the “emphis bluffs, extending to other
bluffs at Vicksburg, Faether Mississippi found a vast crescent
of sea that reached eastward to the blue hills of Cerroll
County - a tremendous depression where an ocean must be con-
verted into land. Let there be land. Father Mississippi made
it, the richest cotton acres of the earth, the northwestern
counties of Mississippi. Our Delta is parts of 31 states,
built up from the leaf mould and fertility of a continent.

Water-Sheds

The Mississippi River forms the boundary for the north-
west corner of DeSoto County.

A ridge in the north-central part of the county, Range
8, and the western half of Range 7, Township 1, has much to
do with the directions in which the streams of that section

flow, which are north and northwest, while those in the re-
maining part of the connty run south and géuthwest.

Horn Leke Creek has its source northeast of Horn Lake
town, in Section 25, Township 1, Range 8, flows northwest
into the county line, and empties into a Lake of the same
name in Tennessee, near the stete line. The head of Calf
Pen Creek is in Section 10, ‘ovmship 1, Range 8, about two
miles south of the town of Horn Lake, flowing almost directly
north into Horn Lake Creek. This creek is so named because it




is in the shape of a cow's horn.

Coldwater River, named by the Indians because of its
very cold water, enters this county from Marshall, at Sec-
tlon.g, Township 2, Range 5; and, taking a southern course
bearing to the west, becomes a part of the boundary betwee;
DeSoto and Tate Counties; thence the river tekes a westerl

course and enters Tunica, where DeSoto, Tate, and Tunica
Counties meet., h

-y Camp Creek rises in the northern part of DeSoto, in
vection 22, Township 1, Range 7, and wends in an eastérl
a?d southerly direction, until it empties into Coldwater?-
River, about two miles above the point where the river Be-
§Z§:§ the boundary line ?etween DeSoto and Tate Counties,
él 9;2,22 s$all F?eek, rises on the dividing line of Sections
Cre;k : C,i..f:ansﬂlp, Range 6, and flows southwest into Cemp

« ‘ndians formerly camped on this creek, hence its name,

: R
Pigeon 005t Creek, so named because SO many pigeons

“enters the county from Tate, Section 31
» and runs northwest into Coldwater River:

?ownship 3, Range
into Pigeon Roost.

e

inning in Section 13, Town-
outhwesterly direction,

ship 4, Range 9, Mitggn et Cl“%kl:lne, in Section 11, Town-

Chief of this territory,

of years ago) begins
and discharges into H
Lake hoad ®

by the Lake Qg;:mg;:a.ni:..gaml_

to?n of Walls, across

with the canal, which extends through Tunica to the Cold-
water River.

Bean Patch Creek has its source in Section 3, Township
2y Range 7, and courses in a sourheasterly direction into

Camp Creek.

There are five drainage districts in DeSoto, i.e.,

Red Banks, Byhalia, Pigeon Roost, Hurricane and Lake Cor-
morant. Due to this extensive system, there is a minimum of
malaria and other diseases of like nature in the county. Due

to this drainage, too, more fertile land is now in cultiva-
tion in the county, and there is less danger of crops being

destroyed by overflows.

Elevation

The highest point in the county is the present location
of the railroad water tank in Hernando, an elevation of 391
feet.

From a geodetic survey made in DeSoto County in 1931,
the foot of the Ozark Mountain rsnge was found to extend four
miles southeast of Hernando to Jaybird Community.

The Mississippi Delta section (60 square miles) has the
lowest level in DeSoto, and these lands, as well as the hill
creek valleys, are unusuelly fertile because of frequent over-
flows. The hill section is level, to rolling, and free of rocks.

There are no prairie lands or rugged regions in the coun-
e

Lakes and Bayous

‘There is only one natural lake in DeSoto County - Horn

Lake, and only one bayou, the Cub Lake Bayou. These bodies of
water tend to make the atmosphere more humid.

Horn Lake offers excellent fishing advanteges, which
tend to improve living conditions in that vicinity. Cub Lake
Bayou has partially filled up, but is still in existence.

Several artificial lakes are located in DeSoto County.
One of the largest, containing about 40 acres, isat Maywood,
one mile north of Olive Branch. Many fine homes have been built
by individuals along the shores of this lake. The fishing is
especially good here, and sportsmen from Memphis and the sur-
rounding territory take advantage of this quite frequently.




gﬁrrn%lLQnMLake, located near Cub Lake, is about one-
hal? mile wide and one and one~half miles long. It is a fa-
vorite camping and fishing spot.
43 At CampHQFnFiar, Scout camp near Eudora, is an artifi-
cial lake containing about ten acres which is stocked with

all kinds of game fish. Onl th [
gty by y the scouts are allowed to fish

At Dr. Dean's club house on the H
| - S uddleston Plac
niles west of Horn Lake is a very beautiful artificiafblzizee

covering about eight acres. It is built i
hill and is also, stocked with fish. et ahs

Springs, Wells, and Mineral Waters
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Not far from Sulphur Springs is the Bluff Springs,
which is on Uncle Luke Jones' homestead. This spring coming
out from under a bluff of rocks has been in existence over
100 years, and in former years, was a favorite picnicing
place.

Baker Springs is located southwest of Pleasant Hill on
the Rev. German Baker place. Rev., Baker bought this place when
he came to DeSoto County because of the spring, and for 75
years this spring furnished the water for all purposes. The ice
cold, clear water flows from a mass of rocks down into a mea-
dow. In later years the place was used for a picnic ground.
Neer the spring is a natural cave that has never been fully

explored. During the war, boys entered this cave and found

bedding and old clothes. It was never known whether it was
used as a hiding place for soldiers or whether Indians had
formerly occupied the cave.

Also on the Baker place is a small spring known as Rack
Spring. It has & solid rock bottom, and is located near the
Baker Cemetery and school house, which was also used as a
church.

Church Springs is about one-fourth mile from Pleasant
Hill, Tocated between the Presbyterian Church lot and the Da-
vid Maxwell hill., It has a rock bottom and has never been known
to go dry. About two hundred feet from the soring is a pool
that was formerly used for baptising by all denominations.

On the Wilson Lowe place at Pleasant Hill is a well
about 75 feet deep. At intervals the water cannot be used be-
ceuse of the taste of coal oil. An oily scum also forms on the
water. After a short period, the water clears and is good again.

About one mile from this well is located & small mound
which, about 40 years ago, burned continuously for four years,
emitting a strong odor of burning oil. Unsuccessful attempts
were made to locate oil in this territory, although the smoke
increased as the shafts were sunk deeper. In the last two
years, another unsuccessful survey has been made here.

Origin of Names of Other Creeks and Lakes in County

Johnson's Creek is thus named in honor of Jimmy Johnson,
one of the first white men to come to DeSoto County. Mr. John-
son married the daughter of an Indian Chief named Colbert and
remained with the tribe as-white advisor. He died before the
tribe left for Oklahoma Territory, and is buried, together with
his wife, in the Johnson Cemetery just across the Mississippi-

Tennessee State line.




Mussacunni Creek is thus named in honor of the famous
Indian-Chief, Mussacinna, who once had an Thdian camp near
1ts banks. Mussacinna was one of the most powerful and in-
fluential of the chiefs of the Mississippi Indians in former
days. His tribe occupied thousands of acres of rich land be-
tween what is now Hernando and Coldwater River.

Grazes Creek was named by the Indians because there
Were So many deer to graze along this creek branch,

Cub Lake was so named by Captain Tom Dockery because
of the numerous bears that were in this locality. There was
another lake south of this,known as Bear Lake, so Captain
Dockery called this new leke, Cub Lake for the little cubs.

Bean Patch Branch was so named because of the e

settlers planting beans there during the dry Seasons.

arlier

Lick Branch was so nameg because t

he deer licked salt from
the banks of this branch,

Huqyicaneﬁgrqu named for
| [ -
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Chapter III

SOILS AND MINERALS

Desota County is sharply divided in its geographic
formation. About 400 square miles is in the brown loam
or loess soil area, while the remaining 60 square miles
is in the Yazoo Basin or Delta soil area. However, the
soil for the most part is loam and clay. .

In the browmn loam area, the principal soil is
formed by weathering of the loess. The loess, a Pleisto-
cene deposit, is supposed to consist, for the most part,
of ground-up rocks or rock-flour. It attains its greatest
thickness, sometimes more than 100 feet, in the bluffs along
the river. I% thins out rapidly toward the east; hence
the brown loam soil is occasionally interspersed with soils
derived from underlying formations. The weathered loess
contains enough clay to make its plastic, especially in
the subsoil region. The texture of the brown loam soil
is that of a silt loam. It has an average depth of from
nine to twelve inches, though the depth varies greatly.
Often the soil grades, by small degrees, into the subsoil,
showing no sharp line of demarcation. As a rule, the
physical condition of the soil makes it easy to cultivate.

The Yazoo Basin, or Delta-soil area, contains soil
derived from the alluvium of the river flood plains. As
the river overflowed, a deep soil was built, of fine rock
particles, intermingled with organic matter. The heavier
particles settled along the streams, while lighter par-
ticles, were swept into the inter-stream areas. Due to a
larger amount of the sediment being deposited near the
streams, the sandy loam soil is the best-drained in the
basin. The depth of these loam soils is about eight to
twelve inches, with a heavy loam or silty clay sub-soil.
The main class of the clay soils is commonly known as
"buckshot" soil, because in drying, the soil breaks up in-
to cube-like sections. The physical properties of this
are very much like those of the black prairie soils of
the state. The other class of clay soil is a waxy soil,
lying in the lowmest sections of the inter-stream areas.
It contzins very little silt or sand, and is often cov-
ered with water until late in the growing season, causing
little of it to be in cultivation.




The brown loam area contains soils belongin to t
Memphis and Richland series derived from t he lgesg. 4
There are also small soil areas belonging to the Norfolk
the Orangeburg, the Ruston, and other series, where the ’

l?ess has been removed by erosion and the older forma-
tions are exposed.

The soil types represented in the D i
| e 8¢ pres elta secti -
long, principallyi, the Yazoo and Sharkey series. s

The loess, or bluff silt, is in ma

most interesting geologieal fo;mation fozzar:zgﬁizstzge
state. Thi§ bluff formation, in DeSoto County, is found
a%ong the river -border, just below Memphis ané on the
high bluffs,.which form the walls of the g;eat trench
c:ttsy th? river in a previous epoch. These bluffs are
gh? ed W1Ph a.blanket of loess 25 to 75 feet thick.
genenons s11t, thet bemgnte g L, P colored hono-
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Very porous, and vertig 1, ok the material is

weat?ering, but which Hilga
closing phase of loess deposit

y &re principally of
1n plant foods than

Along the bluffs, and throughout the loess area of
DeSoto County, are found enormous deposits of gravel. All
these gravels are waber-laid materials, usually showing
evidences of stratification. The gravels of DeSbto County
are mixed with red sandy clays. They are used to a great
extent on the roads of the County. The most unusual de-
posit of gravel in the county is found in the Diana Mc-
Cook Wise pit, located about one-half mile southwest of
Hernando. Here the gravel is divided into layers by
masses of solidified rock and gravel, black in color.
These rocky masses cannot be broken by picks, but must be
blown out with dynamite. The intervening layer: of gravel’
is of the ordinary red clay and sand mixture. Nearby
citizens use the large masses of rock from this pit to
form unusual rock gardens and even fences. Some of the
gravel in DeSoto County is available for commercial use,
but none has been utilized. A large pit at Olive Branch,
DeSoto County, shows an immense deposit of excellent
gravel. This pit is well equipped for shipping gravel.

Very little petrified rock has ever been found in
DeSoto County.

Minerals

As far as we have heen able to determine, there are
no traces of iron in DeSoto County, except in the water
supply on the bluff., It is supposed that the hard water
there contains large quantities of iron.

Lignite is a fuel of organic origin, rating in
value between wood and coal. This deposit has been found
in DeSoto County, but not in great quantity. While no ex-
periments have been made so far on Mississippi lignites,
either in the gas produced or when made into briquettes,
there can be no doubt that they will yield results equal-
ly satisfactory with the western lignites when so used,
and we may confidently look forward to a time at no great
distance in the future when the thicker beds of Mississippi

lignites will be developed.

Before the War between the States, and for some
years afterward, brick-making was a flourishing industry
in DeSoto County, especially in the vicinity of He?nando.
In late years, however, all the brick kilns have disap-
peared and the industry has been neglected. The red clay
used in the manufacture of brick is abundant in all parts

of the county.




Clays

In sewveral sections of the county, principally
on the Spring Branch near Pleasant Hill, is found a
wh?te clay substance that is used for whitewash.
This clay is said to excel whitewash made with lime
an@ ig used t6 cover both exterior and interior of ,
byl}dlngs. By adding a simple coloring mixture, a
finish resembling kalsomine ig obtained, »

Sands

: Although they have never been put to commer-
clal use, there are sands, clear and glassy in ap-
pearance, to be found in great quanti g
and also in the Dockery

. gravel pit
It is believed that theg SR be i e,

e sands would be admirably

sulted to the manufacture of glags,

Wells

The largest Supply of mineral waters in the

S 1 *oioe found at Mineral Wells, near the
PaLe ilne. At one time a h 1th
was located here, but the w . gy resort
at A
for commercial ’ Sulgguissgiiionger g

attempts have been ms

. de to find
: and at Ple i
1ng made to drill fop ook Hill, ang Plans are be-

this summer, (1936). 01l ‘on an islang in Horn Lake

Coal Suspected

The fol

lowi : ' :
Times—Promgts ng article was published in the

Ty March 31, 1900,

» and was tolg
ik lformation.
> ONLy to find that 3
There appeared to be too ;:Eh

ties on the bluff,

mineral matter in it to burn fresly. No further efforts
were made to ascertain whether there was another vein under-
neath this fiest one, and if so, whether it was of a better
quality.

"In the fall of 1899, a crew of laborers was clean-
ing up the leaves and other trash on this place and, after
rcking the debris up in a pile near the foot of a hill,
set fire to it and after it had all burned, it was noticed
that the ground continued to smoulder. This smouldering
kept up for several weeks, and people for miles around
came to see it. No one suspicioned that there might be cosl
formation there, but thought, perhaps, there might be old
drift wood or ®ther matter under the surface, as this de-
bris was placed at the foot of a hill."

"Mr. Williamson recalled that, several years prior
to this, a coal formation had been found on this place, so
he set to work, and from his investig .tions, found that it
w5 really coal that was smouldering. There was very lit-
tle coal, it being of a very poor formation; the vein was
a narrow one and not of a very great length, so soon
burned itself out.™

This informstion was secured from the Hernando Press
dated lay 9, 1872:

"A coal deposit was found in DeSoto County in 1872,
located on a place near Horn Lake, owned by a Mr. Bell. Mr,
Bell was digging a well when the coal stratum was struck,

40 feet below the surface of the ground. A specimen of the
coal was sent to Col. Mellersh, an expert of Memphis. It was
found to be the real bituminous article, equalling the best
quality of Pittsburg.”

S=zl1t Detected

From interview with W. W, White, Eudora:

"One mile north of FEudora, on the old Jones Place, now
owned by W. A. Earnheart, there is a big bluff t?at, in olden
days, was calleéd 'Deer Lick'. This name was derived from
the fact that deer came here to lick the salt from the ?ocks.
During the war, many people obtained theif salt from this
natural source by sifting the sand to free the salt. Tedlay

salt can still be tasted in this dirt."

A brick kiln was (at one time) operated on the place
now owned by Walter White, of Eudora. Bill Barbee was in




charge of this kiln,
successfully.

which burned 50,000 brick very

The following information was secured from the
Times-Promoter, June 24, 1904:

"In 1904, Dockery and Emerson
tablished a brick Jard near their store. This yard wag
in charge of William Trannuel of Birmingham, Ala., and
the capacity was 2bout 12,000 per day. They burned s
kiln of 200,000 bricks, which were put on the market.

y of Cub Lake, es-
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Chapter IV

FLORA

Camp Currier - The Boy Scout Camp

i

DeSoto County is not so fortunate as to have a Na-
tional Forest Reserve unit. However, Camp Currier, the Boy
Scout Camp, located 1.3 miles west of Eudora, one-half mile
off Highwey No. 3, is a Forest Reserve worth mentioning.

This camp comprises 340 acres of land, 10 acres are
in a lake, which is stocked with every kind of game f'ish.
Fishing is permitted to scouts only, and the number caught
is limited.

About 20 miles of road, winds its way to the differ-
ent scout cabins, and to the Annual Jubilee grounds, of
about five acres. At the south entrance to the camp is a
clearing of about three acres. With the exception of this,
the remainder of the camp-site is forest.

Here is found a specimen of every kind of tree grow-
ing in other sections of DeSoto County, and many that were
not originally on the camp grounds have been transplanted
there by the boy scouts. In addition to the trees, they
have a variety of wild flowers. The boys cultivate these
flowers and ferns in the dells and arrange them in pictures-

que clumps.

Artificial streams, cause springs to send clear wa-
ter over the rock-covered bottoms into the big lake. These
streams are spanned by artistic bridges, with ferns and wild
flowers along the banks. Large boulders form rock piles, and
rustic benches are attractively placed under the trees.

One of the troops has constructed a road which leads from
the lake and twists around one of the steepest hills, desig-
nated as "Dream Land." The road has been graveled, and large
piles of rocks, similar to a fence, keeps one from driving

off the hill,

This camp is sponsored by the Chickasaw Council of
the Boy Scouts of America, so named in honor of Mrs. Currier
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Cypress is our most common tree in the bottoms, and
generally grouped in what are called "cypress brakes."
Other trees thrive in the scrubby undergrowth, such as wil-
low and ironwood, with some hickory, swamp privet, bitter
pecan, beech, and a few catalpas.

This is a good grazing locality for stock, but fires
destroy most of the grasses and much young timber. The bluff
joins Coldwater bottom in the southwestern part of the coun-
ty, dividing it into the Delta and the hill sections.

Very few trees are found in the fertile delta section,
but some timber remains behind the river levee, or between
the levee and the Mississippi River. It is here that people
go for hickory nuts and pecans.

The bluff varies from one to three miles in width, and
is approximately 35 miles in length. Many species of trees
flourish on these hills, with our prettiest wild flowers
and ferns, clear, running springs, gravel pits, sand pits,
and vegetation.

Pigeon Roost Bottom, south of Byhalia, is also a wood-
1and, stocked with specimens of trees, undergrowth, and wild
flowers. This bottom ranges in width from one-half to one
mile, and is about three miles long. The waters from Pigeon
Roost Creek empty into Coldwater River one-half mile above
the Cockrum and Lewisburg levees.

About 75 years sgo, (1861) before the county became so

thickly settled, this bottom was a dense wilderness. So
meny pigeons halted their flight in that section that they

broke branches off the trees, a fact that suggested the name
of "Pigeon Roost."

North of Olive Branch is another bottom woodland, from
one to one-half miles in width, and twelve miles long. This
is Camp Creek bottom, and joins Coldwater Bottom at the Mill
Bridge, between Cockrum and Hernando. Murrsy Branch, surround-
ed by a strip of bottom land, three-fourths of a mile in
width snd five miles in length, empties into Camp Creek just
south of Olive Branch. This bottom has much timber and is a

good graging range for livestock.

Hurricane bottom and Cowpen bottom are located in the
southern part of the county, betwesn Hbrmando end Fndora.
Hurricene starts near Nesbit!, and at that point, is only
about one mile wide, but as it joins Cowpen, five miles
south of Hernando, it widens out to from one and one-half to
two miles. Water from the creeks forming in these bottoms
empties into Coldwater River, two miles south of Cub Lake,
making the entire length of Hurricane bottom approximately




17 miles, and that of Cowpen, nine miles.

Economic Value of Forests

DeSoto County is made up primarily of hills and
flats. In the Coldwater bottom region, a small percent of
Hurricane bottom and 2 small percent of Pigeon Roost Bottom
are swamps in which water usually stands from one to four
feet deep during the winter, and which do not dry out until
late summer. The hills and flats are in the southern, cen-
tral and eastern nart of the county, elevations of a few
inches to several feet above the prevailing ground level.On
these hills or ridges, where trees have grown for years and
have been cut for commercial lunher, a farmer may have a
"new ground." This is exceedingly good agricultursl soil. be-
cause of its richness. The trees have protected it again;t

soil erosion, and have also enriched the land by
- * ) . . X J S i X ;
1t with nitrogen. ik b
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Forest Trees and Forest Types

Pine and cypress are our only cone-bearing trees. The
short-leaf pines, chiefly near homesteads, are probably not
natives, but have been imported from other sections. The
hardwoods are: oaks, ash, hickory, persimmon, dogwood, elm,
beech, and gum.

ines

- -

We have two clesses of fruit-begring trees, the culti-
veted end wild fruits. In orchards we find peach, spple, plum,
pear, cherry, fig, and damson. The fruit from these trees is
preserved by the housewives to furnish & winter supply. Jel-
lies, jams, mermslsde, end fruit juices, es well as the canned
fruit, add a pleasing variety to the monotony of winter diet.

With the instruction end help of the home demonstrstion
agent, and the clubs, she hes orgenised, the housewife hes
learned how to meke delicious fruit cockteils and desserts,
such as pies, puddings, ices, and ice cream, and fruit gela-
tines., Even the negroes are learning, that with these addi-
tions, they can meke a simple meal complete and satisfying.

Wild fruit-bearing trees are meny: the elderberry is
common ss a scrubby undergrowth, furnishing its berries and
blossoms for the menufacture of wine. Jelly is made from
berries. The red mulberry, confined largely to ridges, pro-
duces a berry that is edible. The persimmon supclies a fruit
that is good to eat. Wild cherries are another fruit used for

wine-meking.

Red and yellow wild plums, numerous in most of the old

fields and pastures, ere used extensively for jelly, marmelade
and preservies. ferhaps more of these plums are canned then
any other fruit. The crabapple is used for jelly; pawpaws,
confined to loamy ridges, are plentiful around the bluff.,
Their fruit is very much like 2 banena. The red haw also
grows smell berries thet ere sometimes eaten.

The following vine-growing fruits sre numerous and
excellent for canning. The blackberry, dewberry, hlmala¥a
berry, raspberry, strawberry, gooseberry, loganberry, wild
summer grapes, 'possum grapes, muscadines, end scuppernongs.
Our nut-bearing trees are the black walnut, hazlenut, chest-
nut, beechmut, and pecen, are helping to provide the nut

supply for winter consumption.
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soil., Almost every farm contains a few acres of waste lend in
gullied fields, worn-out pastures, or steep ditches that could
be planted in these trees, and, in a few years, be rewarded

by usuasble and salable posts and regenersted lend. The locust

is a soil builder because it is a legume, like beans and
peas, and adds nitrogen to the soil. Because of its extensive
root system, it is a good stoppage for erosion in gullies.

Cypress is much in demand, end found here, among the
sloughs and beyous of Coldwater bottom. In some places the
growth is so dense that they form what is known as cypress
brakes. Cypress is one of the outstanding commercisl trees,
for tank =nd ship building, for bridges, piling and tele-
chone poles, cross-ties, flooring, finish, furniture, fix-
tures, and coffins. Many of our club houses, and some private

‘homes, are built of cypress poles, while rursl farm houses

are covered with hendriven cypress bosrds.

Although the lumber shipping business is on the decline
now, due to the lack of merketable timber, s2i one time DeSoto
County shipped much lumber to outside merkets. Before the ad-
vent of Jood roads, Love and Hernando, on the I. C. Railroed,
sere shipping-centers; logs were brought to these points on
wagons drawn by mule or ox teams. Since most of the roads in
the county sre now graveled or concreted, trucks carry logs

from the wood directly to “emphis or other markets.

Protecting the ¥oods

Fire, fungi, insects, waste, and improper cutting of
timber, have destroyed much of our original forests. There
is no orgenized protection, nothing except the little that

individuals cheerfully give.

DeSoto County is confronted with a serious problem of
soil erosion, which is undermining and destroying what was
once considered our most fertile sections.

Mr. Minges, the county egent, has been successful in

getting some of the more prosperous farmers to see the mis-
takes they ere meking by the improper handling of their lend,
the poor method of cultivation and their one-crop system.

Now these farmers are planting black locust trees on

their most worn land to stop erosion, and sowing some.in
peas and soy beans to be turned under for soil enriching.
Tt is hoped that the few who are interested will be able 1o

convert others.
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If the two beautiful old Magnolias that stand in the

yard of the home of Mrs. Mildred Ferrington, of Hernando,

could speek, what facts would be revealed of the meeting

that was held in the old southern home of Col. White, be-
tween the generals of North and South during the War be-

tween the States. Other tales would also be told of such

great men &s Felix LeBuave, L. Q. C. Lamsr, and Jefferson
Davis. These trees are three feet in diameter.

So meny trees hsve their love secrets, but perhaps
none so fatal as the stately old oak that has stood for
over one hundred years, just below Trinity Church. This
tree is 125 inches in circumference, and even though noth-
ing has been done to preserve it, it has no weather marks
of time. It was under this tree years ego, that two men had
a quearrel over a fair maiden they both loved and were court-
ing. One man stuck his knife through the heart of his rival,
who crawled to a feed trough that was beneath this tree,
and there died. It so happened thet he was the one the girl

The prettiest Stretch ~f Hs loved best, so she would not marry the other man and he left
at Horn L eteh of Highwey we have j ! y <
W : ake, where fences around Ca > Liave is on 51 s the country and was never heard of after.

.' I‘U.nning roses - ' l
cuet for half 5 mile, that make one solid bouy- Yne mile west of Hernando stands a lone pine tree, in

a lonesome spot where & house once stood. This tree wes
brought here from the north in the early settlement of the
county, by some of the Jones femily. Sam Williems, who
hunted disobedient and lawless slaves during the War between
the States, hanged seversl of these slaves from the limbs

are alrea@y set out. rounds, sang tends those of this tree for committing repe and other crimes. This tree

ﬁT ing the ; l . = ) t th ] “ . . - = 4 ° t -] 4ht
v PLlot surroundine 118 Project is besuti- is 70 feet tell, two feet in diemeter, and very straight.
11g LaBauve!s greave., % i Many of the lower limbs have been broken or cut from the

tree, leaving most of the evergreen toward the top.
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When J. Yockinah, an Indien, owned the place where lirs.

W. A. Powell, now lives, he never thought of clearing the
lend. Later in 1845, when Dr. A. D. McNeese, purchesed this
lend from Golmon Euffin, he installed a saw mill to saw the
timber into lumber to build the house which now stands.
There were three beautiful old oaks left stending to shade
this house, which was at thet time an Inn on the old "Plank
Roed." Todey these beautiful old oaks stand unmerred by the
passing of time. They are well cared for, and are 40 feet
on : ik tall, having been topped a number of times, and are from four

muat is to four and one half feet in diameter, with the limbs 2t

D ,
eSoto's | least a foot in dismeter end very long.
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At the home of Mrs. Hector Davis, two and'one—half
miles east of Highway #51, stands several beautiful maple
trees which were brought from the north and planted there by

Mrs. Beverly Davis, about eighty years ago. Thgy are nearly
one hundred feet in the eir, and are two feet in diameter.

Was under thie
ped on one =8
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One and one-half miles southeast of Eudora,
e of e on Jim Boggan's place, stends a tree two and one-half
BEts Bass Sapred ghe Al AR These trees o feet in diameter, which had been burned at the base, caus-
the fried aniin - d‘ 1S have been sawed off near 5 ing a hole through the tree, with the front and back being
s Q0 not present the s out and only two small pieces of the wood and bark on each

appearance s whe Salle picturesaue
s o Jn COlOI P - es(iu&‘ . . .
el Labauve, b side holding the tree. It is as green as any of the other

dians there, or artered with the In-
’ returned from some of his journeys to i 4 trees around it, being supported by the two strips that
hold it up.
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Browning is a large oak tree, three feet in diesmeter, and
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the limbs being very green =nd bushy. This tree presents an
odd appearance to one going west to Kudora, with its black
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In this same pasture, but sbout Q00 yards from the
Browning house is a holly tree, one foot in diameter and
thirty feet tzll. Thic unusual tree has created much in-
terest for people throughout the county and from Memphis. No
one knows its exact age, but older citizens of Eudors say
that it has been there since they can remember. The leaves
are lesrge, and in the fall there are many bright red berries

clustered on the brenches.

Two and one-half miles below Trinity Church, on top
of the Bluff Hill is an oak tree that measures 144 inches or
twelve feet around. It is 60 feet tall and its lower limbs
mee.sure from two to two snd one-half feet in diameter and
are thirty feet long. This tree stands on the side of a
erevel roed that cuts through the bluff, descending into

Tunica County. In 1886, J. B. Riley, on whose place it
stands, had a store near there, and he said that this tree
was as large then ss it is now. Near this tree stands an old

log house, end 4y, Riley stetes thet some of the older citi-
zens told him the logs for this house were cut out by the

lndiens.

In the yard of the home of Mrs. W. D. Gooch, at Her-
nando, formerly the old L. 0. Dockery place, is & red oak
tree, 25 feet in circumference at the base. The age of this
tree is unknown. Mrs. M. N. Rice, who recently died at the
age of 105, remembered thet the tree was there when she lived
there. Mrs. Lillie Dockery David, of Forrest City, Arkensas,

said that the tree was hollow inside, and she remembered
that when she was a small girl an old hen set in the hollow

of this tree.
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On the church lot at Oak Grove stands an oak tree
three feet in diameter, with large spreading limbs which
is loved by every person of the Vak Grove Community. It is
under this tree that lunch has been spread on many occa-
sions, such as the annual greve cleanings, home comings,
and Fifth Sunday meetings, since the Oak Grove Church has
been standing.

At the foot of the Bluff near ¥Walls, stends a freak
ocak tree. For four feet above the ground this is one dis-
tinct tree, but at this height it divides into three sepa-
rate and distinct trees. It is approximately sixty feet
high end at the dividing line is two and one-half feet in

- b . ()
d}&meter. Each tree sbhove this line measures one foot in
diameter.
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At Glover, on the lawn of the Knight place, are

TWo Vvery unusual S 18 a i
) usual trees. One is a L the other is

2 triple wateroek. The twin elm for four feet above the ground
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w?o now lives there, stetes that he does not know howuoidJD
t?ese prees are, but they must be very old 3erhao; iere

there when Mr, Knight bought and clesred the langd. Yhe

limbs of this elm measure 40 feet, in‘len"*%.a*i—:: ﬁe

tall, measuring four feet in ﬂiamet;r. b o

. The triple waterosk Zrows
instead of two distinct trees there are thr if
above the ground bhs Thi be thivs foal 10 e
thenﬁi“ 25 aSe. *his tree is three feet in diameter
fégt ;nngi : zr 70i£§e§ high, esach branching tree is one- '
ot ir ameter w im! X 1 hi b

1Mos extending thirty feet.

somewhat as the elm, but

There is g s I '

ugar meple on the Cov +

one-ha v 8 ; b { 0¥ place, three a

strciZii Egiutln diameter and 70 feet tall. Th; tree isnge

feefumora¢ le? feet high, then it bushes out for twenty o
= Or less, before the limbs begi - .

tance. - €1n to extend any dis-

On the @ ™ -
: 8y080 Farm neapr tre
an oax tree which is Horn La.ke s On ]

five feet 3 :
80 fee - ‘ in diameter ang - :
I e sna il bree s Ve stk by Lighsonsnn eist
half the tree, while t iy e
any tree near it, ® the other half is just as green as

Fine Specimens of Flowering

Trees:

e Therg are some mimossa - j
ar Love, bunch of these i ilghway 7 51
Dlace of Miss

ghway #51, stends

e e e

A

S

RN T = = = i = I rp i =
WS A T S S N I S S S L T N T S e e N ]
T e R Ve, e e | I e [ = it O E S SR SN S

= SR S P A

Frances Lester, at Eudora and one is on Highway No. 3,
near the McGowen corner. None of these trees are very large,

from six to seventeen inches in circunference, very bushy,
and nothing is being done to preserve them.

In many of the home yards of the county we find the
Mognolia tree. They are planted by some member of the fami-
ly. In this county they range from two to five feet in di-
ameter and are well cared for by the owners.

Dogwood and redbud trees grow wild in abundance in
211 woodlands in the county. Recently mesny have been trans-
ferred to the home flower gardens as shrubbery.

Locust. trees are very common on flap and clay ridg?s
throughout the county. ‘here are some pink locust trees 1n

the home gardens.

Chinaberry trees are not so prominent in the county.
Shin: : : y
Found scetternly in some of the old fields, but used mostly

for quick growing shades.

The Catelne is found in low mershy places and 1n meny
of the home yards and on the lawns as shade trees.

Wild Flowers
Wild flowers flsunt their loveliness in old fields,
sastures and slong the roadsides. Some heve be?n trans-
;lanted into flower gardens and are being cultlv?ted. of
these we hove sweet williams, wild violet, Jack—ln—the—?ul-
pit, butterfly weed, dogwood, and redbud. The tru?petﬂv1ne
and wistaria vine also ere cultivated by meny flower lovers.

Herbs Used for Medicinal Purposes

e

.+ sre still used by some of the

The wild flowers tha :
older people in the county for medicine, and by many of

the negroes are:

Mullin, Catnip, Jimpson weed,
Poke-root, Fever grass, Smart-
Beggar lice, Jerusalem Ozk,

Mayepple root, Gensing,
Buck-eye, Rabbitt's tobacco,
weed, Mouse ear, Indian turnip,
Swamproot, and Mistletoe.

Spring Selads

r eating as spring salads are:

; sed fo ;
Thengen ahd be s * wild musterd, dock, dandelion,

peppermint grass, water cress,
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poke-~berry leaves, mouse-ear, tongue grass, sheep sorrel,

Other wild flowers are: black-eyed Susan, snow-on-the-
mountain, goldenrod, cat-teil, clover, wild begarmot, Span-
ish needle, wood sage, passion flower, wild aster, sumac |
wild rose, wild sweet potato (vine), ground ivy, bush ho;ey~
suckle, bittersweet, vennyroyal, cockscomb, bluebell mari-
gold, wild touch-me-not, night shade, morning glory Evine)
flax vine, trumpet honeysuckle, water lily, fox glove, ,
primrose, wild sunflower, wild sweet pes (Vine), blackberry
lily, and white honeysuckle. : e
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Farm,'Garden, Orchard Pest

The chief crop pest is the boll weevil, greatest
enemy of cotton, the main cash crop of DeBoto County.
However, the damage done by this pest depends largely
upon the natural control supplied by cold winters gnd
dry, hot summers; as well as birds, ants and pgra31tes.
It is also controlled by calcium arsenate dusted on the
plants at night so that the dew will make the poison-
stick. Improvements have been made in poisoning equip-
ment in the last few years, so that the weevil is under
much better control than formerly. (1) Other enemies
of cotton such as the pink bollworm, the cotton leafworm,
or so-called "army-worm," are also exterminated by the

same methods.

The square borer is very destructive.. The larva
transformeg into small pupa, and when mature, becomes
the dainty little blue swallow tailed butterfly so of'ten
seen in cotton fields. BEach larva can destroy many'cot-
ton squares, but it is seldom necessary to teke active

measures against this pest.

The sucking bug, also called pumpkin bug and stink
bug, attacks cotton squares and bolls, pumpkin and water-
melon vines, doing considerable damage. These same plants

‘are damaged by the blister beetle.

Corn and forage pests, including the rough-hezaded
stalk beetle, do serious damage to corn and to sugarcane.
This beetle, though varible in size, usually measures.
about a half inch in length; a stout, hard§helled, jet
black insect. It seldom occurs in successive years, and
did little damage in DeSoto County until 1936. P?op:i
care and planting of old waste and pasture lands 18 fe
best method of control. The insect has fomr stageﬁ olat-
life--the egg, the grub, the pupa and the adult--the

ter being responsible for injury to growing corn.

‘aléolknown ss the cotton boll-
gt in DeSoto, has not done

The corn ear WoIm,
worm, although a common pest

(1) The Progressive Farmer, July 1936, page 20
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sufficient damage to necessitate definate methods of
control. It is large, brownish-green, striped, near-
ly two inches long when grown; dusting the silks with
calcium arsenate is partially effective; the little
damage done is doubtless due to the cannibalistic
habits of the worm. Few live %o become moths, for

if one impedes the progress of another into an ear

of corn, he is promptly eaten. This worm also does
some damage to soybeans, and is the same pest that
vegetable growers call the tomato fruit worm, and for
which they find arsenate of lead effective.

The root or bud worm damages corn by working up
through the root of the young plant and destroying
the bud, causing the plant to wilt and die. As it is
difficult to control this worm with poison, it is best

to plant corn thick and let it grow about twelve inches
high before thinning.

The cowpea weevil is causing considerable damage
to the pea crops and causing the peas to be undeveloped.
When‘peas, beans and corn are dry and stored for winter,
weevils cause much destruction, hence the best metohd of
control in dry seeds is a treatment ®ith carbon disul-

phide. Air-slasked lime is also used to some extent

is formaldehyde., y a8

g the garden and truck pests is the Mexi
. ican
bean beetle, which usually attacks edible vegetables,

such as snap, kidney, lima, pi

s PInto and navy beans.
Parger thag the lady bug, from yellow to coppery brown
in color with small black dots on each wing, these
beetles work so rapidly that unless ;

1y, the crop is lost.

Mzgnesi ;
mended spray, but any S T (a y ta

good stomach poison ig effective.

The blister beetle i
tomatoes, beans, beets, rotatons. iy destructive to

: potatoes, melons ang ucum

gﬁsgmmzﬁg :it}ts damage by feediﬁg on the petzlg o?eiﬁé
1n - » :

rorudiye By tils and stamens. In their im-

. cts are beneficial, si
g;sys?n o?her insects; adult beetleg cause’dazzgz Egey
PS5 painful blisters are also caused by the sting.

A Bordeaux nixture hag been found to be an effective

poison is used prompt-

controlled by any good stomach poison.

Beets are damaged by the flea beetle, a small insect
with enlarged hind legs, and jumps vigorously when disturbed.
It eats small holes in the leaves and can be annihilated by
spraying with a Bordeaux mixture.

Garden webworm, another generous feeder upon leaves
of beets and a number of other plante, is found in webs
on the leaves; it is a yellowish green and somewhat hairy.
A spray of calcium arsenate is used for control.

Cabbage is affected by the eabbage worm, a velvety
green insect which may be any size up to one a§d a fourth
inches long.- Its adult stage is the common white b?tter-
fly seen in gardens. Arsenate of lead is an effective

poison.

Lice and aphids, also harmful to cabbage, as well
as collards, mustard, turnips and other leafy'begeta?les,
attack the back of the leaves, sucking the plant until Fhe
leaves curl, and the plant withets and dies. Arsenate 1is
used for control, care being taken to regch the under
side of the leaves. A nicotine mixture is also used ef-

fectively.

Y licate look-
The cabbage looper, & pale green and de
ing worm, eats the buds Lut of the plart. It may be destroyed
by using a mixture of one part of calcium arsenate to four

parts of hydrated lime.

The Harlequin cabbage bug, sometimes called “?alico
back," sucks the sap from the leaves so that they ?1lt, turn
brown and die. Handpicking the adult bug, destrqxlng t@e old
‘cabbage and other related plants, will help materially in

controling this pest.

Striped and twelve spotted cucumber beetleg attack
cucumbers and cantaloupes. Plants are covered with screens
to give protection from these insects.

The pickle worm bores into cantaloupes, cucumbers an?
squash, lays its eggs on buds, blooms, new leaves or Stefi’
the young worms feed on these parts of the plants, as we

as on the fruit.

Squash bug, a large flattened, oval, blackishfzrg:n
insect, damages cucumbers, squash ?nd cantalgupei,  § b S
done serious damage to corn Crops 1n DeSoto County.
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spray of arsenate of lead is a good method of rid-

dance.

The potato beetle causes much damage to the
Irish potato crops unless controlled. Calcium arse-
nate and Paris green are the two most common poisons
used; a former method was that of picking the larvze

and beetles from the plants by hand and destroying
them. |

Tomato worm, a large green creeper with white
stripes down the sides and & horn-like structure in
the head, feeds largely upon the foliage of the plant.
Spraying with a stomach poison will usually control
this worm, but it is generally hand-picked..

Both the county and home demonstration agents
have done much toward helping the farmer and gardener
to control these insects and pests in DeSota County,

and each year more people are assisting in control
methods.

; Orchards, particularly apples and pears, are

injured by a number of insects, but persistent spray-
ing tends to check the loss of fruit. A spray of 0il
of Emulsion and Lime Sulphur solution any time dfter

used
Jose
are be-

foliage drops, except in very cold weather, is
for the control of red mite, blister mite, San
S?ale and leaf roller; spraying when leaf buds
ginning to show green, insures control of these pests.

If aphids are present, a small guantit i i -
phate should be added to the spiay. Fgrogogéggzéne -
moths, lesser apple worms, green fruit worms, bud moths
a?d ca?ker worms, a spray of apple Aritomic ’in combina-
tion with arsenate of lead, is used. The‘s;me appli-

cation iS'us?d f?r the apple maggot and the curculio
Several applications are necessary during a sesmson,

Spraying during the dormant -
" : , season is eff
against the red mite, blister mite and leaf rol;g:ive
s

harmful to the growth of
‘ oL peaches, plums and apri ts.
An oil emulsion Spray 1s used to kill the pesis ;; :he

egg stage. Any scale ins L ERS
the peach tree i dect ect that might he present on

. ; royed with lime sulphurs:

:zt;:;czhtghfpunctuges the fruit, thereb&pgi:ing ideal
ungus di is ayad

e o%ulead?eases, 18 spraysd at intervals

A summertime nenace t

peach borer, which, if not © the peach tree is the

controlled, will cause the

tree to become weak and unproductive, eventually dying.
The damage is done by the insect when it burrows around
the bark just above the ground. A former method of ex-
termination, (digging out with a pen knife), is obso-
lete, the most effective control being paradichloroben-
zine. This poison is put in a ring about four inches
from the trunk of the tree, when the fumes enter the
burrows of the grub, thereby killing the borer.

Pests_of Poultry, Livestock, Man

Mites and lice cause more damage to poultry than
any other parasite.

Although there.are at least sevem species of lice
occurring on domestic chickens, the two most imp?r?anF
are the head and body lice. The former is most injurious
to young chickens; the latter, most harmful to the adult.
Four species of lice are found on the turkey. Young ducks,
hatched by hens,. suffer from head lice unless the hens are
treated. There are three species restricted to ducks and
geese, but they cause very 1little annoyance in the county.

The mite, active here the year around, is more
abundant in summer. It feeds upon chickens, so?etlmes
causing irritation, scaly leg, sore head, and finally,
the fowl's death. Chickens and coops should be sprayed or
dusted with insect powder. Red and gray mites generally
infect the poultry house, and it must.always be kept clean
and sprayed to prevent spreading of mlteg; legs of the‘ :
fowls zre dipped in crude petroleum to kill scalyleg mltee
fowls are dusted with insect powder to desiroy other specles.

i ] to County
The most annoying livestock pests in DeSo )
are the house fly, gnat, stock fly, and a pest known local

ly as wolves.

The horse fly, similar to the house flii but muggs
i ing; it bi S Or COWS,
larger, is very annoying; it bites ho?ses, mule E
oftin éausing blood to run from the bitten place! ??d ?oi?
times causes the horse to become unruly. No definite action

is taken against this pest.

Gnats, particularly bad in the spring and falli are
perhaps the worst menace to 1ivestock of DeBoto Cogncgés.
They appear in droves and attack horses, mulesé i throuéh
sometimes causing deaths. These tiny insects or?rritation
the hair and skin, sucking out blood and cau§lngt; s 3
Smokes are raised in the pastures to help drive uhem ’
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but the more progressive cattle owners use a spray;
cattle are sometimes rubbed with sulphur and grease.

Wolves get in the back of cows and rabbits during the
summer, but never cause much damage.

The stockfly, which sucks around cows' and horses'
eyes, causing irritation, is destroyed with fly spray.

Cattle-ticks are not numerous enough to alarm the
farmers.,

Sucking lice, which sometimes bother Cows, are
sprayed with a lice disinfectant. Some of the older
farmers tie a turpentine string around the cows' homns,
near the head, to rid them of lice.

Clothes moths, prime offenders amon
lay eggs on clothing that has been stored away from one
season to another. These eggs develop into worms or
larvae, which causes their destruction. Moth balls can
be stored with the clothing to prevent these pests, and
effective sprays are now on the market., f

g fabric pests,

) Among pests directly affecting man, is the Argen-
tine and the small black ant, annoying both in the house-
hold and on the farm, They invade practically every
part of ordinary dwellings and stores; eat cooked foods
and a considerable percentage of the raw foods found in
the average pantry; they have a marked preference for
sugar, syrup, honey, jam, cake, candies, pies, fruit
brez@lanq meats of all kinds; and refrige;ato;s are
gsic;li.lnvaded. An insect spray will get rid of them

Sy

The common houge fly, mant
cause it carries sc many
being controlled through
influence of the coun

5 greatest enemy be-
germs and spreads disease, is
public school education, the

ty health offi

_ : -1cer and the home
dem?nstrathP agent; people of the county are also b
coming conscious of thig menace, b g

screened houses are effectiue. Fly sprays and well

The cockroach,

a dres s
externinated with in eaded hous

ehold ; ;
sect powder, pest, is best

breeding places have been waged by the health officer,
and they are largely kept under control. 2 WPA project,
now (1937), functioning in the county, working on the
mosquito breeding places, is doing much good.

Fleas are becoming a real nuisance in DeSoto
County, where they invade the house, the cow barn and
horse lot. No effective control has been found, but
spraying and insect powder are used extensively. Fleas
are particularly numerous on dogs and cats, and are of ten
brought into the home by these domestic animals. OSome
of the rural farmers, who scatter a plant called peneroy-
al about the house, claim that its sceat drives fleas
away .

Bed bug, , a common pest, gain entrance ipto the
house through clothing, adjoining houses, satchels or
travelers, but more commonly through the.launéry basket.
It conceals itself by day, emerges frog its hiding Pla?e
at night, and sucks all the blood possible from & Ul?tlm,
then retires to its place of concealment. ?ts blte.}s
noisonous to some individuals, and it is quite P03810}e
for it to transmit contagious diseases. .Cleanllness is
the best preventive; if the bugs.have.galned a hold,d
fumigstion destroys them. Spréylng with kerosene an
gasolene cleans the beds of this pest.

Common Roadside and Field Insects

' ] ial purposes in
No honeybees are kept for commerclal i ‘
DeSoto County, but farmers have a few hives for ?helrlgwn
honey supply. Wild honeybees, frequently found in Cold-

sater bottom and on the bluff, are often ruthlessly destroyed

to get the honey. This bee is one of the principal age%ts
in the fertilization of flowers, gardens and orchards, 'ﬁ
transferring pollen as it goes from blossom to blossom 1

its quest for honey.

Bumble bees, also important factors in the fertili-

zation of plants in the county, are comuon in every community.

There are two kinds of wasps in DeSoto.CounEi;S:hiiv-
solitary, or those living alone, and_the socxa%, gld 8 s
ing in communities; the former choosg.burrow§ gn. Iclayey
houses, old trees in foresis and woodlands, anda 1in

soils as their home.

Social wasps build nests of a paper-like substance,

and 1ive much like social bees; red wasps build in houses,
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barns, and to some extent, in the woods, where wild
fruit and berries are abundant; all wasps are avoided
because of their painful sting, when disturbed. In

some years, wasps cause damage to fruit and grape

crops. Yellow jackets, an outdoor species of the so-
cial wasp, are largely responsible for this damage.
Hornets, another outdoor type of wasp, are found near
all creeks, lakes and ponds of the county; as are strid-
ers and giant water bugs. Stinkbugs and squash bugs

are numbered among the pests infesting the fields and
gardens here,

lud-daubers, commonly known as dirt-daubers, are

pests with which housewives have to combat in seliom-used

rooms and attics, where they build theif nests of mud,
brought in small pellets f

rom akjacent pools or creeks.

Of the Orthoptera family, the singing insects,
cricketls and katydids are the most conspicuous, es-
pecially at night. These, together with the grasshop-
per, are often used as fish bait. Less common members
of the same type are the pPraying mantis, (commonly known
as the devil horse), the walking stick, and the cockroach.

The most striking type of insect, the Lepidoptera,
1s well represented

in our county. The Luna and Poly-
phemus moths are frequently found here, their brilliant
coloring making then easily noticed. Promethen and
Cecropia moths

are also present. Numberless butterflies
frequent the county, the most common kinds being the

sulphur butterfly and the adult state of the cabbage
worm, a smell white butterfly,

Dragon flies and damsel f1i
a8 "snake doctors," are g common

other frequenters of the lakes,
the county, 2 Superstitiious be
doctor alighting on the fishing

€S, commonly known
sight to fishermen and
bonds and streams of
lief is that s snake
pole indicateg good

The Coleopters ig, Perhapsg,

distributed type of insect in DeSo

the most Comm
bodies of wat

to County,

re found t

(snapping bug), the lagyhy
A night, fireflies, op 1400y 00

; o Everywhere
ne tiger beetle, the cli e

ck beetle
various garden beetles.,
.bugs, 28 they are
ide, and ape found

: 1ther prophets, believe
Older persdons, who called th?m wea :
that fgreflie; flying high, indicate dry weather, while
low flying means rain.

Spiders

J1though several black widow spiders have been
found'gn dif%erent sections of the county, they are not
sufficiently numerous to cause alarm. .The most common
spiders here are the orb and cobweb spider. Oihers, ?dpr)
r;—trap-door spider, (commonly kn?wn as the cellar s?d ; 5
the funnel web spider, the red spider, the letter spider.

Ticks give very little trouble in this ?ounty? gut
when found on a dog or a cow, they are hand-picked zn
destroyed.

mite, prevalent in this coupty, is the red bug,

or "chggger,; zhich attacks ?oth chlckgns and h?ﬁ%ﬁigz;.
ings, although normally, it is a paras}te u?oE iy ..
Widely distributed in fields, and.readlly picke ingénse
attach themselves to the skin, wh?ch results iZture
irritation, sometimes iausing.i12;iiyofi:eﬁﬁz first.stage

g t atiacks so vi ’ LALS
z?eari:rzzbrzgamite which, when mature, is entirely harm-

lesse.

Other Invertebrates

The earthworm, one of the most valuable invertebrates

found here, not only furnish foed for birds, snakes and toads,
3

supplies the most commonly us?d fish baii. I;taizg i:gz
the farmer by stirring the soil frequently.

ighteen
estimated that through the action of worms more than eig

i re
tons of earth may be carried to the surface on a single ac
of land in a year.

- - - t
Snails, found along all bodies of water and in mois
b

s from
olaces on land, often attack a garden and eat the leave

: " =
the plants, although they cause little serious damag

Mussels are found in the larger lakesqandlzlgzgsg:id—
i Although they are gathered and so 4l
witersRlzzg;dy gathers them in DeS?to County, pro
gaigz %hey are not found in sufficient numbers.

ray v in creeks, pond lakes and
i ' creeks, pondas, :
Crayfish, very commen 1 ; °
rivers, are a ;enace to bottom fields, burrowing down 1n-
, #

ponds
to the soil during the wet seasonj they also damage P

i ater to
by burrowing through the levees and causing the W

seep through.




Fish and Their Relatives

Turtles often seen in the county, and erroniously
. called terrapins, frequent fields and wooqs. Although
Very few pike are found here, as all the streams i they help destroy insects, most farmers kill them be-
and lakes are too muddy, but gars are found in large § cause of the damage they do to melons and cantaloupes.
numbers. Due to their voracious appetite, these fish | ;
devour large numbers of other fish, frogs, and sometimes, " All fishermen are familiar with the snapping tur-
water snakes and water rats, and in this way are a ik tle, the soft-shelled and the mud turtle, often found n
menace to game fish. ‘ }~ ' on their fish hooks or in fish nets.. The-value of turtles
F as food is not generally recognized in this county.
Local fishing places are: Coldwater River, Horn |

Lake, (commonly called Lake View), Carlton Lake, Rub Lake,
Scout Lake at Camp Currier, Dean's Pond, 0ld River (part
of the old river bed lying Just outside the

most common lizard is the five-lined sgink, '
known Egie as the red-head =nd scorpionz blue-tailed sﬁlnk
and fence swift. liany residentg, especially negroes, fear
4 e b B o b e B e L these harmless crestures, thinking Fhey are poisonous.
Rivers, small streams that are tributaries of these . There is also & type called the spring lizard.
rivers, and various private lakes angd ponds that have .
been stocked with game fish,

the county earn their living
finny tribe.

lississippi

A number of f{ishermen in

One of the most poisonous types of reptiles is the
through the sale of the

rattlesnake, readily distinguished by the rattles onr%:zd
tail, rarely attacks a human unlesg molested ortsyip ;e- ‘
Termed the "gentleman" of snakesf it does not s il e.1
fore warning the victim by rattling. It does not col

to strike, nor can it leap.

Game fish-crappie, bass, sun
Large-mouthed black bass, the most
the county, have a struggle for existence, due to the i i i
fact that their breedingéplaces are rapid{y being de=- b e scftamonin, of R moccas;ga ;1;XZcz?gzza
stroyed. Levee engineers are continually draining the i% with 20 or 30 dark crossba?ds’ s p?rp }: -mouth veny,
bar pits along the river where these fish breed, and 3 gets its name from its hab?t b e v S'de This
unless some protective me.sure is taken limediately wide before striking, ShOWlng.the Wthe lESlU :ted States
the bass will become extinct here, " snake is probably the most poisonous 1in the Uni ’

and, like the cooperhead, gives birth to 1?v;gg you;gis
who;e roison is very virulent from the begilnning.

1 ounty.
; among them, i snake is in nearly every lake and stream of the c 5
the yellow, blue, channel ang shovel bill; (served in 4

. L it - : r color
many hotels and restaurants ag tenderloin trout). Two The copperhead, distinguished by its coppery 3
members of the sucker fami

0 . > nally aggressive un-
| ly, buffalo ang drum, are i is likewise poisonous, but ?ot.?ggi inythggbottom sec=

coumon, and often monopolize the rural markets., Ger- f less disturbed, is found princizally

conniarPs @ fish that has been introduced inty thi 1 tions. |

country, is rapidly increasing, causin ;

to other fish fhow = s € more dumage

4 : : the
. J « the spreading adder,
' 1 any other single agent found in i Non-poisonous snakes are t p g
o7 Streams. It is not particula !
use, either.

i k
rly good for table ik king, the black, the blue racer, the garter, chicken snake,
Eels are found in smallep numbers, 0 the water and grass snake.

perch and bream.
popular game fish of

2 ‘ i lS or
Peepers, wood fropsg leo 3 _ ing adder, usually found in the hil
green frogs, and bullfrgg; pards, or meadow.frogs, % | Thg sg;izdiggbe 5 ’ ois. but its head will spread
as they destroy numberless 4 = | £ . fields, is s rml

gardless of this,
a great number of
their legs being e

ArE ith ti
several inches when disturb?d. ?oge ar; 2i§;% wi ny
white specks; others, red with similar sp

King snakes are useful because they desgrgilirezﬁile
numbers of rattlesnakes. Some are periectly 0 ’
others bite viciously, though harmlessly.




The black snake, usually black above, black to
gray or yellowish beneath, with smooth scales in 15
or 17 rows, is most frequently seen in trees or bushes
through whose tops it can travel veryswiftly. The
atriped: chicken snake and the corn snake, uniform in

color, both of the south, are close relatives of the
black snake.

Blue racer, so named because of its swift movement
and its habit of chasing those who disturb him, is not

poisonous. One type of black racer has the same charsc-
terisitics as the blue racer.,

The garter-snake, small and slender, about two and
a half feet long, is greenish, with a variety of bands

or stripes; it lives on the ground essentially, feeding
to a great extent on earth worms, toads and frogs.

liater snakes live in or
drincipally upon fish, but als
Black or brown, and striped 1o
verse bars, the water snake is
should not be confused with the

near water; they feed

0 eat toads and frogs.
ngitudinally or with trans—
perfectly harmless, and
cottonmouth moccasin.

The green
snake, is gre

» the only native one of
J one that nests in trees; it is
: .o v blaces, around Coldwatep Bottom, Lake
g;ezxigd E?e Mississippi levee. Thig duck wags in’danger
actlon until the Government ' i
kg A : Passed law
bProtection; this Species hag miltiplied durji &
few years. b S T et

eVer nest here, are
world) pintail

wing teal and

very scarce. Similar in appearance to a crane,
except in size, it is a little larger.thag a jay bird,
with a long bill and long legs, brownish in color. It
migrates and passes the winter in flocks, as do other
members of its family. Since it makes ?ts nest on the
ground, the development of land for agricultural pur-
poses has restricted its breeding placeg, which is prob-
ably one of the causes of fhe decrease in numbers.. The
snipe, entitled to protection not only because of its
food value, but because of its usefulness, destroys many
harmful insects, including grasshopgers, aruy w?rms:
cut worms, cabbage worms, boll weevils, horseflies and
mosquitoes.

lagsed as game birds by the lississippl
Game aggv;i;hCCoziission% may be killed between Septem?ir
21 and October 5, and from November 20 t? January Bléhl
being permissible to kill as many as 20 in one dz?. ise
birds stay in North Mississippi the year round, however,
the following may be explanatory:

"ppparently because of the strong and swif?dfllght
of the mourning dove, it was for many yeayF ?on:; egzuth
a 'game' bird in several stat?s, especially lnth 3 g .
Under the Federal Migratory Bird Law of 1913, . o.gter E
was classed as a migratory birq, gnd 1n.tha§ : arac
given the protection to which it is entitled.

i dove feeds exten-
the most useful birds, the. .
sivelyéﬁggg weed seeds, but also eats insects, particularly

grasshoppers.

The quail, partridge, or bob-white, a swift-?lyings
ame bird, and one of the best loved of N9rth imerl;:£i1
%he friené of man, destroying perniclous 1E§ec z;e i
are not so plentiful in DeSoto County as they o ’
despite the protective game laws.

There are still a small number ?f wiii tuiz:izﬁgai;
reatly diminished 51nc? e C
zgouggrzgig hagiuid aldig the bluff and in Coldwate;lggz—
toz they a;e usually hunted by means of ihtuizzglz turkéy.
a d;vice designed to imitate the call of the

: - d fowl,
anada goose, a large,.slate ?olor? -
weighiﬁgelg or lngounds, that winters 1in thianZEngi,
fast becoming extinct. Snow and blue ggesealong .
this county occasionally, usually stopglngShort i
river on trips to and from the South, for

periods only.
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Song Birds and Other Common Birds

One of the most beautiful song birds of Desoto
County is the mockingbird, with brownish-gray upper
parts, white and gray underneath, a bill shorter than
the head, long and rounded wings, and a tail rounded
and longer than the wing, the feathers moderately broad
with rounded tips. It excels all other birds in re-
producing songs. :

The catbird, a member of the mockingbird family,
is common, and ranks third among all birds, as a sing-
er. Its diet consists of grasshoppers, spiders, ants,
beetles and caterpillars.

The brown thrusher, is found throughout the
county, except in swampy localities; it ranks second
in the Mimic Thrush Trio, of which the mocking bird
is the first and the catbird third. Brown, with under
parts buffy, with dark streaks, the name "thrasher"
probably was given because of the vigorous twitching

of his tail when angry or nervous, or when wishing to
emphasize his song.

The robin, distinguished by its red breast, black
head ?nd its Slatefgray back, is widely distributed and
probably the best known in America; it lives in Desoto
County the year round.

The bluebird, whose soft warble, beautiful blue
coat and gentle manner is one of “our most welcome her-
alds of s oring; it also shows a decided fondness for
human society. Its home is usually in hollow fence
posts or hcllow trees in orchards. TIts presence is en-

qouraged'by, the farmer, since it is the most noted
insect-catcher.

The woodpecker, black and
red head, is a familiar bird
Posts, dead trees or tele
ing fresh fruit, killing
other farm products,
probably offset by it

white, except for its
which nests in fence
phone poles. Accused of eat-
young poultry and destroying
these destructive habits are

8 elimination of harmful insects.

The yellow-bellied sapsucker, another member of

the woodpecker family. i
Ys 18 oft
does serious damage t; trees.en TR OR Teheve

English sparrows are

of all birds in DeSoto Co perhaps the most numerous

unty. Intboduced into the

United States from Europe in 1880, this bird is now
found throughout the country. Very hardy, it is a per-
sistent enemy of éther bibds, especially those which
frequent the neighborhood of housegs. It is doubtful
whther sparrows do any good at all, since they are so
destructive to wheat, fYruit, cultivated trees, shrubs
and vines. Of filthy habits, they often do serious
damage to property by persistently nesting and roosting

tanks, etc. They increase at an enormously rapid rate
and 2l1so reduce the number of many of oub most helpful
birds by deatroying their young and usurping their nest-
ing places.

Another prolific bird is the well-known blue jay,
with his familiar cry of "thief, theif,"™ which can be
heard practically any day. Although handsome, the jay is
known to be a persistent and merciless nesti-robber, often
devouring eggs and the young of smaller birds. After his
family responsibilities are discharged, and there-are no
nests to be robbed, he becomes one of the noisest and most
obstreperous of birds.

The cardinal--often called the redbird--is possibly
the most beautiful and spirited bird in DeS8oto County,
with his brilliant flash of red darting from one tree to
another along the roadside, and his joyous song of "cheer,
cheer, cheer." He feeds on cotton worms, scale insects,
corn ear worm, boll weevil, and meny other pests, as well
as many harmful weed seeds, making him an asset to the
farmer.

The 1little brown house wren is perhsps the best be-
loved bird of the county, with his lively little song and.
friendly habits which endear him to every one. His favorite
nesting places are old cans, f1owerpots, or other nooks and
cannies near houses. His diet consists chiefly of grass-
hoppers, beetles, caterpillars, bugs and spiders.

The whippoorwill, useful and entirely harmless, is
very shy, and members of his species are not as gumerous
as his usefulness warrants. Primarily a night bl?d, his
food consists of insects that fly by night, especially
large-bodied moths and May beetles.

The ruby-throated humming bird, the smallest.oﬁ.all
in the county, often inhabits flower gardens and Window
boxes, feeding on the nectar from flowers. A%t?ough of no
particular value to farmers, it helps to fertilize seeds
by carrying pollen in its gearch for nectar.
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A persistent feeder upon insects is the Baltimore
oriole, a bird that is as useful as it is attractive,.
There are very few in DeSoto County.

The meadow lark, found in smaller numbers, is a
bird of the open country, and even nests in the grass
on the ground. It feeds almost entirely upon insects,
grass, weed seeds, and is an active enemy of the boll

weevil, the grasshopper, the cut worm, the army worm
and the spider.

Birds of Prey
A common sight is that of the vultures--commonly
called buzzards--in flight. The species found in De-
Soto County are the turkey and black vulture, the lat-
ter predominating. They are valuable in the disposal
of carrion; they also ean snakes, toads, probably rats
and mice, and occasionally young birds, but do not

attack poultry and game birds, Because of their service
to man, few are molested.

The sharp-shinned hawk, locally known as sparrow
hawk or blue darter, and Cooper's hawk—-the familiar
chicken hawk--two types most common to DeSoto County,
are very similar in habits and diet, the main dif-
ference being in size. Since they prey on all birds,
chicken raising is difficult in most localities, so
constant war is waged against these birds of prey.

The search owl, which feeds m

insects thay any of the other owlg
catbhes many mice,
fish. Mos

destroyed

ore extensively upon
found here, also
frogs, crawfish, toads, lizards and
t of the pirds Filled by the screech owl are
either during the breeding season, when it

ulty in feeding its youn :

Barred owls, wh
tions of the county,

ich frequent the more wooded sec-

of ‘known locelly as the ho
a familisr sight to campers along the rivers

They feed, to a large extent, upon mice but
frogs! lizards, crawfish, spiders and v;r
Occasionally, one catches a chicken or s
the good he doeg outweighs the harm,

ot owls, are
and lakes.
also eat
ious insects,
mall bird, but

Barn owls
beneficial in tﬁ perhaps the mogt beautiful ag well as

€ county, are found in small
: numbersg,
ﬁi;iis hungry, they.wlll eat their own weight in zozd
conslists of mice, rats and other ground creatur;s

Great horned owls-—gometimes confused with hoot
owlgs-—-once they have acquired a taste for poultry, make
systematic raids on chicken, guinea or.turkey flocks,
often becoming very fastidious and eating only the
brains of their prey. These birds have been k?own to
sit on the roost pole whth the chickens, carrying away
the one chosen when they quit this haunt.

The crow, probably best known of the bird pests,
kills little chickens, robs birds' nests of both eggs
and the young, and eats numbers 9f“b§ds,.frogs, turt}es%he
crawfish, snails and insects. Hls.mlschlef is done in 3
spring, when he ravages the corn fields of See?lgoiﬁuiis
young shoots, but confines himself mo§tly to w1‘ ;
and berries. He should be given credit, however, for
his usefulness in destroying insects.

Water Fowls and Shore Birds

blue cranes, and

Great blue herons, known here as

found in small numbers along the rivers and lakes, some-

time venture into the hills and fish in ponds and streamst

that are gettlig low. Although they are not know? o 2?8 ’

in the county, nests have been found &cross the MlS?lgulpp

River on the Arkansas side. They us?allilfeziegﬁtigi éo
ce stay close to water; but occasionally :

?zzo the iills, they feed on field mice, ground squirrels

and other small rodents.

found slohg the Miss-

Eegrets, a2lso known as cranes, :

issippigRive;, frequent other mar:ﬁy placezd12£t2:eggu?§y,
1 » [ - L] a po

t me extent, occasionally visi ing r _
tﬁesﬁills. Du; to their beautlful.plumage, they.igzt s
frequently killed during the breeding season, SO

are fast becoming extinct.

A few bitterns have been seen 1in the county.

Another bird, frequently found 1nt£reigi§egio:§d
fields or along the edges of ponds, is fethe i B T
"kil-dee," a true plover, and & member o o = gl S
family. Its fondness for freshly plorgd leié éne g
feeds voraciously on grubs, WOrms an% g§2£ g B
most outstanding characteristics. bIli s Bl
el MAg L ggaizgﬁgfzﬁzé hgrmfui formé of anigal
flies, crawfishes, an

life.
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Mammalg

The opossum, about the size of a large cat,
covered with thick grayish-white hair, has a soout
simllar to that of a pig, and a long, hairless tail,
which it uses to cling to branches of trees. Possum
hunting is one of the favorite sports in this County
in the fall, as its fur is marketed. Eastern nole,
& queer little animal, is one of the farmer's best
friends, feeding upon cutworms and other insects in-
Jurious to crops. It is likewise injurious in its
frequent destruction of young plents and flowers
which it uproots as it tunnels itg way along under-
ground. These tunnels, often the beginning of gul-
leys, cause land to erode. The shrew, closely related

t?'the mole, and also the farmer's friend in its destruc-
Elon of insects and worms, 1s seldom seen in DeSoto Coun-
J

The.bat, the only mamme] that really flies, a

dull graylish-brown, with blackish flying membranes about

tpree and a half inches long, is one of the specie na-
ve to DeSoto County,

Occasionally, the red bat, much
the same size of the brown, is found’here. Ay

Although very ra

: r'e, occasional rumors report bear
tracks in Coldwater p g v

iver bottom,

rat terriers
Ps the mosgt common canji
The number of twilgr

» collies and bull
ne tyoes of De-
s living mostly in the
€ county, are thoge
ed from home and have taken

verest part
Its short, thick-

d with long, thick
t body and long legs are covere ; 7, "
iiownigi-gray fur, and its grayish white tail is defi
nitely marked with rings of dark brown or black.

The weasel, very scarce, and know?.as Fhe kllt;r
among animals, is perhaps the only one in t@tshzguzaten
that continues to kill wantonly long afte? t 1.0
its fill. Its elongnated body of ab?ut six :en o 5
similar to that of a snake, ?nables it t9 ﬁn gr 4 7
nest or den of almost any animal. Brownish a ozre S
white or yellowish below in summer, many tur;hgn whiée
except for the tip of the ta%l, in W}nter.. } )
this fur is in demand and brings a high price.

The mink, closely relsted to the weasei%hiigﬁuigng
] i ' it body, altho
' fic in this locality. 1Its : ’ |
22393523§2r like that of the weasel, is much éargzzisind
' hort ears and p
i ng neck, broad, low head, s : 3
lzguio give i% a pugnacious expression. .A restlegi; ac
iive éreature, nocturnal in its habits, 1tsi£a;2;$y e
treams or
re along the shores and s . a7
22;§:zdaforests% On shore, it eats.mlce, rats%.b;rai;aw-
t ties and birds eggs. In water, it ?atches ish, raid
fgzh mussels, frogs and snskes. It will S9$§tzﬁis e
the éhicken house, but is usually.con?ent‘:% alua%le
fowl at a time. The fur of the mink 1is very va ’

! ds of Coldwater
bobcat, found in the dense woo . '
b ttom?EZd zhe biuff, is seldom seen, howevg;,hggiiii}y
bgcause it is very cautious and alert. Reddls ’

i black, with white under-
] tted and streaked with 4 § W
éggzziyazgéslightly smaller than the Canada lynx,

Al 3 6
t never attacks man, though it is very V1c;ggsoiier
gzsted It is destructive to quail, grouse &
game birds which nest on the ground.

1 ] Soto
The panther, like the bear, 18 very rare in De

in the
County although TUmnors occasionally report one 1n
) J

dense woods.

. field and house mice, .
d mice are numerous; : k...
i R:ts ;iolific, the house mouse multipllzioizzy eda
?e n%hv ;it lives in dwelling houses, bar§i£ amaziné gl
ne ; d increases Wl
ssages, and ir : oyl
Iéid un?:rgi:gngegirqyg c;ops, kills ygung c?;gzetg,place.
and. . J jes disease from P .
) rries
;ng 0Fhe§1§;§:s;saﬁgozi to have been spread to more than
ubonic

id

: let fever, typhol

: i fleas on rats; scar ts rodent
flgtyt§23n§222§szg'are pelieved to be spread by thi

and o

alsoe.




The muskrat, found along river bottoms, does not
hibernate, but in winter it swims under ice in search of
food; works and hunts food mostly at night, and eats
roots and stems of plants, fresh water mussels, fruits,
fish, insects and worms. It is found along the river
bottoms of the county, and its fur is valuable.

The cottiontail rabbit, is common in DeScto County;
in the lower sections, or swamps jack rabbit is hunted

throughout the year. Sticks are used at all times, but
guns during the open season.

The grey squirrel, very agile and graceful, has
a brownish or rusty tinge, and lives either in hollows
of trees or in tree tops, in nests of sticks and leaves,
The fox squirrel, larger than the gray, of a rusty color
barks much like a fox. Both gray and fox squirrels are
favorite game animals. The flying squirrel; not prolific
in this locality, cannot really fly, but glides through
the air for long distances; it feeds on seeds, grains,

fru%ts, incests, eggs and young birds; easily tamed, it
makes an interesting pet.

Hoofed Animalg

Pigs, numerous in this count; r
both meat and lar ¥, are valued for

e A : d. Some wild hogs are found in the
S and wooded sections, where th i
and vegetation., . €y live on nuts

water Bottom ang
County Line,

Cattle 6utnumber any other g
om nimal 3
the county, dairying bei °sic aninal in

ng one of
tries; goats, raised Principally f

the leading indug-
times become pets.

or their meat, some-
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Chapter VI

INDIANS

Major and Minor Tribes

The Major Indian tribe which inhabited DeSoto County
was the Chickasaw, and this splendid clan is worthy of the
praise given them in the following words of Albert James
Pickett:

®The Chickasaws have never been conquered. They
could not be defeated by DeSoto with his Spanish army in
1541; by Bienville with his french army and Southern In-
dians, in 1736; by D' Artaguette with his French army and
northern Indians; by the Marquis De Vaudreuil with his
French troops and Choctaws, in 1752; nor by the Creeks,
Cherokees, Kickapoos, Shawnees, nor Choctaws, who con-
tinually waged war against them. No, they were bravest of
of the brave; and even when they had migrated to the ter-
ritory of Arkansas not many years ago, they soon subdued
some tribes who attacked them in that quarter.”

Customs and Characteristics

Many writers have expressed surprise at the wonder-
ful achievements of the Chickasaws in their contests for
supremacy with other Indian tribes of larger numbers, and
with the French at many different times. Their success may
have been due, in great measure, to the fact that they put
into practice the aphorism, "in unity there is strength.”

While the primitive Chickasaws were deeply religioug
people, we have seen that probably they were less superstit-
jous than any other tribe of Indians. When they went'to
battle, it was with that religious fervor and zeal which
often counts for so much in winning a war.

Bartram says: "They are honest, liberal and hospit-

considerate, loving and affectionate to

and fond of their children;
charitable and forbearing.

1 character of the Chickasaw
garded highly by the

able to strangers;
their wives and relations,
frugal, temperate, persevering,
It might be observed that the mora
women was above reproach and they were Ie
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men. LIt was their

purpose to keep the Chickasaw bloog
100% pure."

James H, Malone says: "The Chickasaws are very
warlike; they are fierce, and have a high opinion of
themselves. They seem to be the remains of a populous
nation whose warlike disposition prompted them to in-
vade several nations, which they have indeed destroyed,

but not without diminishing their own numbers by those
expeditions.

"What induces me to believe that this nati
formerly very considerable, is tha
border upon them,

the Chickasaw lan
those who speak

on was

t the nations who

and whom I have just mentioned, speak
guage, though somewhat corrupted, and

it best, value themselves upon it.m

Origin of the Two Tribes

He Bs Cushman, in his "Histo

. ry of the Choctaw,
Chickasaws, and Natches Indians" s

ayss

"That in 1820 aged Choctaws
Sionaries that their ancestors,
lived far to the West and moveg
Were oppressed by a more

related to the mis-
in a remote period,

to the East because they
powerful people,

of % 3
Chacta and Chickasa, both equally rgnownegofgioiﬁzii,
?ravery and wisdom. The tribe was guided in its ﬁander—
1Ngs by a pole which they erected e:.ch night at their
¢amp, and which wag seen 1

: . eaning to the east each morn-
ing by the wandering Indians, untji] the lississippi

"Again th ] iy
east-ward% e_ : the pole; once more, it pointed

to their belief, the wanderers

which, in a fey weeks, they
ntinued their pil-

- proudly and heroically escor

History seems to point
khegies, Muscogulges, etc.
Egsmex%co ;s the former home of the Muskhogeans.

James Adair has written: "The Chickasawsdégg.tﬁz-
Choctaws were the descendants of a people cillﬁ ic;g =
macams, who were the first ?nhabitants of'tte‘ g?"nd
pire, and at an ancient period ?andered eastwar r: :
cros;ed the Mississippi River with 10,000 warriors.

'iﬁg their ori-
es H. Malone sums up facts concern ’

in in;izese words: "I think it may be safely uog?i:ded
%hat the Chickasaws, Choctaws%iand 12a£2020t2§eezoéntry e
i ean family, in remote times, . _ :
Egzggzging the Guif States, and.reachlng t?gogFiantizom
Oce;n from the far west; and, in all probabl lt?i o
what is now the Mexican Republic, and more remotlely

Asia."

Marriage Customs

The ancient manner of Chickasaw courtsﬁ;plwasrﬁgf

very taxing upon the sensitiveness of the bai z 3 pOung

{'ve room: when he wished to make known Lo ny yd e
by f ﬁis t;ibe the emotions of his heart in ?egar Ay
o had but to send a smell bundle of.cloth%nglca P
oo Mg P 3 in a large cotton handkerchief §51m1 ai g
ful}y ti? gptable clbth), by his mother or sister, owas
m?dlumppgzeired to make his wife. This token.of logeke :
oo I'let is ossessed by the mother of the brldgtan. ifp
lmmedl; : ga?s before proffering it to h?r dauin ziédge—
s at Z when presented, it was a bona fide ach.o g
b b her oart of her willingness to accept_ im e
Eﬁgzagg; if itherwise, the disagpoinzﬁgtagg ﬁ;gczﬁ; o

i ion in the fac : :
i g gouggsgggigéazzgiher pbundle of clothes ';igﬁegelﬁag
1?g§12r ganner, to some other fo?est begutﬁéce g B
?zﬁnd favor, the elated lover painted glst e
formity to %he latest and most approvea S it %he i
bg;ilsiit, and with fluttgring hea;zéssgigmrbhe o,
his betrothed. She met him :ege;im R Ag R izizses
they, themselves, in the presence of friends and re 5

b

sented the
formed the marriage ceremony. The m?nsgzz thas sihle
Peré? with 2 ham of venison or a pas z- e, presented him
:§?m21 of the chase; she, at the same LLUC,

hich be-
' tatoes, all of whl

W corn or sack pf Po. B i
éitznzg :;:toihe man would provide tge :gusegzts’ 41
meat and the woman would.supply the bread.

were made man an@ wife."
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Younds, Location and Present Condition
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Four miles west of the village of Walls and in
sight of the.levee is a large cemetery from which much
pottery and artifacts have been taken. Many bones, flekes,
potsherd, skulls and bones have been found one and one-
half feet beneath the surface.

Five miles south of Walls and one mile north-east
of Lake Cormorant szre some five or six mounds from which
pottery and pipes have been found.

Phen the Electric light-pole was set at the corner
of O0'Dell Sander's store the men had only dug a short dis-
tance when they begun to bring out potsherds, bones, and

pipes.

John Crawford, a Cherokee Indisn, had an exhibition
of Indian relics at the court house June 23, 1904. These
relics were found in an Indien mound near lLeke Cormorant.
Crowfoot, who came from Tallequah, Indian Territory, spent
several months excavating these relics and most of them
he sent to Smithsonien Institute at Washington.

These curiosities consisted chiefly of pots, vases,
bowls, tomahawks, and arrow heads. The relics were taken
from the Indian graveyard, and Crowfoot claimed that he had
2 chart on which this graveyard was marked. By the aid
of this chart he found the graves of the Indians, and,
using a probe, he located the skeleton of an Indian. Dig-
ging into the ground he found the relics around the head
of the. skeleton, placed there according to the Indien
custom of burying all valuables with the body of the per-
son who owned them during life.

Nearly all of the skeletons dug up are in a good
state of preservation. (1)

Mussacunna — and "Legend of the Singing Winds"

A most interesting legend is woven around the powerful
and enfluential Indian Chief, Mussacunna, of the tribe of
the Chickasaws in the days of long ago. Although ?e has
passed on to his "Happy Funting Ground," the beautiful creek

which bears his name murmurs and ripples along its banks as

i m to the soul of this departed war-
s Jagd- @ des g by Mrs. R. P. Cook of

rior. The legend, and facts as given
Hernendo are as follows:

was considered rich in worldly p?ssessi9ns
a hunter and warrior. H%s domain
today in the records on file at the

fllussacunna
and great was his name &3
was in DeSoto County and

(1) The Times-Promote , June 24, 1904
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The largest mound in DeSoto Coun '
northlest.of Walls, is the one on whicﬁyéhgizgmili;SD‘
Sheatham is built., It is approximately 7 feet high }Ck
;lgzadzil ilope toward the road; three others areglogizzd
One;goneeofezﬁzées;zeziiuzi;gsfwe:tiof‘bhe above mentioned

: g eetl 1n diameter
?igié igg pregents the appearance of having bee:ngxiiviie;
Lila anga:ts.irom a n?gro clurch, on the Howard plan-e ’
fonrfh’ » its Pase 15 & negro graveyard., About n
mile from this mound are two others, 18 and 15(?22t

high; - base of about 14
| : feet; 4
varying size from 5 4o 7 fgei.there are otlhers elsewhere,

releted the followir : g
of DeSoto Countys '€ facts on Indien mounds end relics

"In 1903, M -
- - , lalr ™ end i'tirq E
1s now known as I.al S. Brown moved to Blvth -
n Lake Cormorant, (the name havigg éeZﬁth

changed in 1905 i
" n honor 2
mlle northeast of the towﬁf the lzke), & quarter of a

"lirs. B ;
R thzoin gaid ;hq; ésout one mile north of Lake
* ¢ ¥e Vo hallroad cut throu
irough a large

Indien m '
I ound, and in 1905, Mur, Brown, with Dr. Brooks of

i.;i . . . - . . -

Were several small dol] ]

Pas i ’ . Sy Varying in siz

i fe:zér;:emlggly made of red clay,ewgigmdzﬂi?e EO

v By India; k here were, also, a number of 5 120

Sl T i ilaj:r:e, and one unbroken pot moldrg of

ot e L n flowers. This pot would,h 1d - B
€ & number of OW-heads andofragszzi
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of skeletong
tomzhawk, which wag

» Brown sold thi
s t -
who was collecting Indisn r:fa

: goes out to
s ward th
on the Mi:??wn.as.Norfolk, for which Nore
obi§81pp1 River, takes its name-
e eas t a 0 .
M Browﬁ agg ﬁear it another

Four miles west of the village of Walls and in
sight of the. levee is a large cemetery from which much
pottery and artifacts have been tsken. Many bones, flekes,
potsherd, skulls and bones have been found one and one-
half feet beneath the surface.

Five miles south of Walls and one mile north-east
of Lake Cormorant sre some five or six mounds from which

pottery and pipes have been found.

Phen the Electric light-pole was set at the cormer
of 0'Dell Sander's store the men had only dug a short dis-
tance when they begun to bring out potsherds, bones, and

pipes.

John Crawford, a Cherokee Indisn, had an exhibition
of Indian relics at the court house June 23, 1904. These
relics were found in an Indien mound near lLeke Cormorant.
Crowfoot, who came from Tallequah, Indian Territory, spent
several months excavating these relics and most of them
he sent to Smithsonian Institute at Washington.

These curiosities consisted chiefly of pots, vases,
bowls, tomahawks, and errow heads. The relics were taken
from the Indian graveyard, and Crowfoot claimed that he had
2 chart on which this graveyard was marked. By the aid
of this chart he found the graves of the Indlans, and,
using a probe, he located the skeleton of an Indian. Dig-
ging into the ground he found the relics around the head
of the skeleton, placed there according to the Indien
custom of burying all valuables with the body of the per-

son who owned them during life.

Nearly all of the skeletons dug up are in a good
state of preservation. (1)

negend of the Singing Winds"

Mussacunna - and

A most interesting legend is woven around the powerful

and enfluentizl Indian Chief, Mussacunna, of the tribe of
Although he has

the Chickasaws in the days of long ago.
n the beautiful creek

passed on to his "Happy Hunting Ground, :
which bears his name nurmurs and ripples along its banks as

of old and sings a requem to the soul of this departed war-
rior. The legend, and facts as given by Mrs. R. P. Cook of

Hernendo are as follows:

®llussacunna was considered rich in worldly p?ssessi9ns
and great was his name as & hunter and warrlior. H}s do$atz
was in DeSoto County and today in the records on file a e

- T

- -

(1) The Times-Promote , June 24, 1904




court house in Hernando are nany transfers of land
made by him to the earliest white settlers.

"Mussacunna Creek that runs southwest from near
HEernando and into Coldwater River was named after the
chief. On a fertile piece of land adjoining this creek
about three miles southwest of Hernando Mussacunnsa

raised his best Indian corn and the spot is well known

to citizens near here doday as Mussacunna's corn land.

"Mussacunna was descended from a long line of
famous red men and there 1s no doubt that he was a
giant among the other Indiens. Records of his hand-
writing and business deals shows him to have been a well
educated man. He owned thousands of acres of rich land

between Hernando and Coldwater River and ruled his tribe
with an iron hand,

"At one tinme there was a

postoffice south of here
called llussacunna.

"With the coming of the wh

the beginning of the eng for the Chickasaw nation and

the setting sun for the red man, No more tribal feasts
were held and the tom-toms beat L0 more,

ite man, lMussacumna sa:.

. Miith aded and bargained
with the 'pale face,? Sposed of most of his origin-
al tract of lang and settled down on a Smell homestead
to await the There

the stream that

"The Indisn name, Mussa
'singing winds,! On still g

cunne, is said to mean

> umm icht,
Winds that sway e Ebte

the branches
along the bank

S of Mussacunna is ghost
to roam once
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Chapter VII

ANTE-BELLUM DAYS

Although comperatively little has been written of
the "New World Culture" and the concensus of opinion seems
to be that the greatest and richest history and culture
belong to the 0ld World, there ere, nevertheless, many
who realize that America, too, has her traditions. There
is a growing interest todsy, despite the industrialism
of the age, in discovering and preserving the rich cul-
ture =2nd background of our country. There is no section
in eny country of the world that can excel the South in
locel color, rich culture, end inspiring traditions.

Nothing gives the cultural background of DeSoto
County more perfectly than its Old Homes.

01d Home of Colonel Thomes W. Vhite

The beautiful old southern home of lirs. Mildred
Farrington, Hernsndo, dates back to the glamorous pre-
war days of our county. This home is two end a half
hlocks due east from the northezst corner of the court-
house in Hernsndo, on the street which was formerly
called "Lewyer's Row." It waes the home of the l=te Col-
onel Thomes W. White, father of Mrs. Mildred Ferrington
end Miss Nellie Thite, who now live in the home.

Completed in 1880, this home has remained practi-
cally unchanged throughout the years. The garden, part
of which was laid off before the Wer between the States,
likewise retains its charming srrengement, and the maze
of box-wood snd the magnolia trees, which shade the spa-
cious verands, make a besutiful setiing for the old home.

Before this home was built, the White femily oc-
cupied a cottage which stood on the lawn of the present
home. With the completion of this house, the cottage was

moved to the back of the house end was used &s gservents?
quarters, part of which still stands.

Several years after the wer, Colonel ?hite engaged
M. Lebeque, head of French Gardens of Memphis, to lay off
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the remeining portion of his lewn which had nottbeen de
signed. This was laid off in the seme style as the front
oart of the lawn which hed belonged to the cottege, their
former home.

Delicate hend-wrought iron balustrzdes adorn the
front verends and the lerge balcony sbove. Adjoining
the wide hell, which extends from the front to the back
porch, are twin.parlors =nd library. In the library,
ﬁhich was used by Colonel ihite 8 & writing room and
study, there hends = large picture of Robert E. Lee,
On the shelves of this library are meny valuable books,
one of which is "The FEise and Fall of the Confederpcy,"
by Jefferson Devis. This book is eutogre phed '

Davis, who was a close friend of Colonel

Who had been = visitor in the home seversl

In the twin arlors, which sre Sepereted by mes-
sive folding doors, hang several large portreits of
the mother snd fether of Colonel Felix LaBauve, g
friend of Colonel white's. These were painted in France
and brought to Americs by Felix LaBauve in 1816. In
the dortreit, LaBsuve!s ing the Cross of

(] f{‘:_t};el‘ iS wesr
the Legion of Honor, wity

which he wag decoreted by
Napoleon.

In each of these rooms is a massive mantel of mar-
ble, brought from Itely. On the wall nearest the fire-
place in eachﬁroom 18 a guaint white Chins knob, known “ ENTRANCE TO OLD HOME CF
a8 & slave-pull, Ag its neme impliea, this device was | | COLONEL THOMAS W. WHITE
used to call the Servents, The house gbounds in anti- -

HERNANDO
. - —y > ] P s # : - . - - = ;
ques of various £1Nas, among which 1S a large folding '
desk, with book-case above,

m n* o s | !
‘he woodwork for the home wag bought, oy Colonel

e ;2 bincinnati ang Wes brought, 4o Memphis by boat.
The railing to ) i

2e large circulap stairway was mage in

one of the car X € place, from s lerge

mahogany log, alls are plastered, and were fres-
goed by = orthern artist, declerstion of”the
eft for the North.

y and Colonel'?hite en-

“T+ He was Fipgt Liéuten-

under Ceptain James R,
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dinner there every Sunday for several years. Jefferson
Devis was another of its distinguished guests.

Mrs. Farrington tells of the part this home vlayed
in the VWiar between the Stetes. It was completed the first
year of the war, end in it Northern and Southern offi-
cers often met to arrange for transfer of prisoners. She
recelled witnessing, from the front porch of her home,
the burning of the courthouse by the Northern forces
during the wer. (1)

The 01cd Ellis Home

| An interesting place in Eudors is the old home in
which John Ellis now lives. Mrs. Nannie ihite related a
bit of history connected with this home, built by her
father, Duke Ellis, in the eariy fifties.

In 1850, Duke Ellis, with his femily, moved 1o
this place, three miles north of the present town of
Fudore, from North Csrolinz, making the trip in covered
wegons. It took three months to meke the trip, bringing
with him 11 his house-hold ecuioment, stock, =nd sleves.
Vrs. White remembers hearing older members of the family
relating en incident thet occurred while they were Cross-
ing the mountsins. The children of the party reeched thdr
hands up into the clouds, frightening the 0lé negroes,
ss they realized how near to them the clouds were.

< homesteaded this place where the house
now stends, but at that time there wss nothing except
ratten vines, large trees, and blue cane. With the help
of his slaves, a small log cabin was built to temporari-
ly house his femily until he could erect = larger house.
They immediztely went to work cleasring the land and hew-
ing logs to build the dwelling, which consisted of six
rooms, four on the ground floor and two above; a large
hz11, front porch, and small back porch completing the
building.

Mr. Ell1li
b

s T e 237t~ T Lo [

-

Soon after completion of his home, lr. Ellis en-
listed in the Confederate Army, the War between the
Stetes having just begun; during his service, he was
stricken with pneumonie end died, leaving his vife, six
daughters, and three sons. Betty Ellis, later e Mrs. .
Doggett, accompanied by her youngest brother, John Ellis,
made reguler trips to Memphis in & wagon to secure Ssup-
plies for her own family and the community. is it took
her a week to mzke the trip, she carried a box of food

e T
e

(1) Mrs. Mildred Farrington, Hermnando, Misse
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to last her until Sshe retu

cained her 1 $and ek
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O pass through the blockede Retty we ] it
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This attractive home, of the early Americen colonizl
architecture, has changed very little in appeasrance
since it was built. It has not been remodeled, end has
always been painted white, with green shutters. It stends
on & sloping hillside znd the tall trees and shrubs of
its gressy lawn moke & perfect setting for its stetely
beauty » One of the most arresting features of the house
is the beeutiful winding steirwey which extends to the
third floor. The home hes two stories and two ettics in
the front, snd three stories in the beck. The woodwork,
which was hewn.on the place, is of unusual design. The
window and door facings taper upward.

Last yesr, (1926) when carpenters mede & few re-
pairs on the home, they exemined the timbers and the
hend-hevn poplar rafters snd told Mrs. Powell that the
house was good for another ninety or hundred years.

The new naved Highway # 51 goes through the land,
ond the house is to the left going south, at the inter-
section of the Nesbitt road and Highwey # 51l. It is an
interesting lendmaerk which has stood well the revages
of wer and time, and hes been loved and cered for by its
ovmers for all these years. It has been the sceneé of
romences, marrisges, births, and deaths, end still stends
» silent tribute to & psst and beautiful ers of Southern

istory. (1)

John . Nichols Home

In 1841 Jomes River Nichols moved to DeSoto County,
aking the trip from Alabama 10 this county in covered
wagons, bringing with him meny sleves. He chose for the

place to build his home a wilderness, which is now Fhe
he cleared up the plece

town of Eudora. With his-slaves

of land he bought from Henry Johnson; end from the large
popler logs he cut out of his wilderness, he built t@e
house, which is now known as the Haerrel House. Nr. ﬁl—
chols built first only two large log rooms, connecting

these two by split planks laid from one door to enother.
Leter, this was enclosed and mede into & hall between
above. Fi-

the rooms, and another half-story wes added abc
nally, two ell-rooms were added to the ?orth side of
the house. The slaves' quarters were built at the back

of the house.

John W. Nichols, one of DeSoto County'!s four liv-

ing Confederate Veterans, who is ninety—one years old,
told of one of the old slaves,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>